Vol. 33. JANUARY, 1861. No. 5. 


NEW-YORK: 
Published by the American Seamen's Friend Society, 


NO. 80 WALL STREET, 


eee 
a 


La Epi: tg 
S. HALLEL, BOOK & JO3 PRINTER AND TRANSLA)’, 191 FULTON STREET, 


ee 


VOQNEQNS OF NALS ROUCELe 


Sailor's Olosets=-.< <<<. -- cso 5c5 sso cc ie 


Re ee I 


Publications of the American Seamen’s Friend Society, 


THE SAILOR’S MAGAZINE. 


Tue Sartor’s Macazine contains the proceedings of the American Seamen’s 
Friend Society, with notices so far as received, of the labors of other Societies, 
and of individuals in behalf of Seamen. It aims to present a general view of 
the history, nature, the progress, and the wants of the SrameEn’s Cause, com- 
mending it earnestly to the sympathies, the prayers and the benefactions of all 
Christian people. 

It is designed also to furnish interesting reading matter for Seamen, especially 
such as will tend to their spiritual edification. Important notices to mariners 
memoranda of disasters, deaths, &c., are given. 3 ‘ 
Price.—$1 00 per annum in advance. Postage, in advance :—Within the State 
three cents a year ; elsewhere in the United States, siz cents. 


THE SEAMEN’S FRIEND, 


Contains in pamphlet form, the same matter as the Sailors Magazine omitting" 
only some miscellaneous and other articles of least interest and importance. It 
is designed for gratuitous distribution to Life Directors and Members, to Pastors 
of Churches, Sabbath School Superintendents, &c. Congregations contributing 
to the Society, are entitled to order, if they choose, one copy gratuitous for every 
three dollars contributed. . ‘ 

It is also furnished to subscribers for 25 cents per single co e 

eight copies for $1 00, and at the latter rate for any Dente ER Senet 
always in advance. 

Postage, same as the Magazine. 


THE LIFE-BOAT. 


This is a little sheet published monthly by the Society, designed chiefl 
children and Sabbath Schools. It contains brief Snetdotes, incites anid we 
‘facts pertaining to this cause, illustrated with cuts, &c. ; 

The Life-Boat is intended, not so much for sale, as to be given away to t 
who will do something to aid the cause of the Sailor. leery child, a Bik 
person who will become a co.LEcTor, and forward through the Superintendent 
or Pastor, a collection for the Society, shall receive a copy of it gratuitously for 
one year. 


other month, or the pustage must be paid by those receiving them. 


MISCELLANEOUS. PacE 
Psce A Sailor's Getterss-- .s-. s-sccece occu cecsee=nlaso 
A New Year's Gieeting-.... --2- .-2-------2- 129 A successful Voyage... -220 --0 -2nn won e --- 2 151 
A Pastoi’s New Year’s Contribution -...---- 330 Callao and the Chincha Islands, Peru---..-.. 153 
Maritime Relations ....-.... .-02 se22 e+ so 136 Porsgruhd, Norways.-2-.-. <<<- <2-- --9< 5 153 
Increase of American Commerce..-----.- --2- 142 Letter from Rey. @, V, Rankin, .---.--- ----- 154 | 
C«-ntinued’ Scarcity of American Seam.n....- 148 French Steel Pluted Ships. -.-----. --..------ 155 
The Preaching that Sai'or’s like --.-.-------- 143 Marine Disasters-.-. scccacan\osonlneaw soonest 100 
Take heait of Grace.... -------- ---- 00> ---- 143 Storm on the Lakes. .coc cece cane cane ane n-a= 156- 
The Life of the Sailur_--.-... -.......------ H4 World’s Debt to the Sailor. .-..---. -------- 156 | 
Sailor’s no Sceptics .... ....--.- ---- ----+--- 344 Recel pistes ..2c2-25 none sasesossenesanee Oe 
Hidden Treasures... --.. 2-2. e200 e202 cons -* 144 
SEAMEN’S FRIEND. LIFE@BOAT. 
A Generous New Year’s Gift by a German Merry Christmas! Happy New Year!--...-. 157 
PallOtieess ssesieas eels ealceae aaansventena 240 EAS Dark Cloud Secs casa sacneseele aaa oaeee=ate 158 
To the Board of Managers of the N. Y. Port Blue Sky somewhere.....---- ---- ----------- 158 
Society .------- ---- ---- ---- +--+ --00------ 146-)- Letters from Sailors 2-c=s=s- 22-4 -c-- eos eee 158 
Seow nls’ Dm Little Jack: csacesisensievaecancieanateeee 160 


Postage.—When fift) copies or more are ordered to one address, the postage will be 


prepaid by the »wtety. 11 less than 50 are ordered, they can be sent only every 


ae 


THE 


SAILORS MAGAZINE. 


Vol. 33. 


A New Year’s Greeting. 


It is the season of kindly salutations. 
As friend meets friend, a pleasant smile 
illumines the face, and the cheerful 
voice pronounces the words of annual 
benediction, “A merry Christmas !” 
“ A happy New Year!” 

It is a goodly and time-honored cus- 
tom, handed down to us from venerated 
ancestors, suggestive of genial associa- 
tions and memories of homes and hearts 
to which our best earthly affections 
cling, promotive of social intercourse 
and attachments. 

We embrace the occasion to tender 
to all our readers our best wishes for 
their health and happiness. Grace, 
mercy and peace to all who love the 
Lord Jesus Christ! And if there be 
any whose eyes fall on these words 
whose hearts do not respond to their 
designation, may grace and mercy be 
given to them through Christ, that 
they may come, this year, into His 
blessed legacy of Peace! 

T'ow sweet and soothing is that 
word! TWHow do we long and sigh for 
its return! For alas! While we write, 
confusion and strife are abroad in the 
land, financial and civil troubles cause 
sorrow and anxiety—mens’ hearts 
failing them through fear of the things 
that are coming upon us! How good 
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it is to know He who was born ina 
manger shall reign a king in righteous- 
ness. * And a man shall be as an hiding 
place from the wind, anda covert from 
the tempest; as rivers of waters ina 
dry place, as the shadow of a great 
rock ina weary land. And the work 
of righteousness shall be peace: and 
the effect of righteousness—quietness 
and assurance for ever. And my peo- 
ple shall dwell in peaceable habitations 
and in sure dwellings, and in quiet 
resting places.” 

Oh for that peace which is the effect 
of righteousness ! 

But kind words do not exhaust the 
benevolent wishes of our hearts. Itis 
the time for giving of gifts. Thus love 
and gratitude express themselves in 
numerous and beautiful forms, costly 
and precious. We cannot thus attest 
our friendship for our readers. Silver 
and gold have we none, but such as. we 
have we will give. We pledge our-+ 
selves to our readers to give our best 
endeavors, consistently with other 
duties, to minister to their pleasure 
and improvement ‘hrough the pages of 
the Sailor’s Magazine. 

How shall it be with them ? May 
we not count on the friendship of all — 
whose eyes fall on these words,*if not 
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which we plead—for the ocean wander- 
ers who are even now, in so many 
thousand instances, exiles from Home 
with all its hallowed joys and its ten- 
der greetings, tempest-tossed and sore- 
ly beset with dangers and hardships, 
with sins and temptations. 

Will not all our readers extend to 
these their sympathies and prayers, 
and do what in them lies for their 
relief. 

The American Seamen’s Friend So- 
ciety appeal to you for the Sailor. We 
ask you t) give him the Gospel,—His 
Gospel who walked so often by the 
sea, and said to its stormy waves, 
* Peace be still!’ While you fall down 
and worship Him who was born in 
Bethlehem, now King in Zion, will yoa 
not open your treasures and present 
unto Him gifts of love and gratitude 2 
Forget Him not in your annual distri- 
bution; and let this Society be the 
almoner of your bounty. It greatly 
needs, in these days of panic and im- 
poverishment, the aid and comfort of 
all the friends of Seamen and of Christ. 

—_——_<2- 0g —______ 
A Pastor’s New Year’s Contribu- 
tion. 

We are happy to present to the 
readers of the Swilor’s Magazine an ex- 
cellent sermon by a well-known pas- 
tor of a prosperous church in connec- 
tion with the General Assembly (Old 
School.) He has long commended 
himself to a large class of readers by 
his contributions to the journals of the 
day, and especially by his writings for 
the young, over the initials J. B. R. 

Mr. Rockwell has had abundant op- 
portunity for forming an acquaintance 
with sailors, both on the lakes and 
the ocean. 

We wish that all clergymen who 
have had similar experience and benefit 


of the courage, skill, and fidelity of the . 
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sailor, and who have been safely borne 
abroad and brought back to their 
desired hayen under his careful hand, 
and who know his toils, perils, and 
privations, would be equally faithful 
in discharging their debt to him. 

How many pastors in our day, are 
crossing the ocean. Brethren! do not 
forget the sailor. 

How many pastors there are who 
might render a most timely and valu- 
able service to the eause of seamen by 
preaching a sermon in their behalf, and 
securing a collection from their con- 
gregations ? 

Thousands of congregations are doing 
nothing for the conversion of the sailor. 
Brethren, we place this sermon before 
you to provoke you to love and to good 
works. Will you not follow the ex- 
ample during this New Year ? 


A SERMON 


Preached at the Annual Collection for the: 
Sailor in the Central Pres. Church, 
Brooklyn, by Rev. J. E. Rockwell, D.D., 
Pastor. 


CONVERSION OF THE SAILOR. 

Jsaiah 60th v. Because the abundance of the 
sea shull be converted unto Thee, the forces of the 
Gentiles shall come unto Thee 

These words have especial reference 
to the future triumphs of the Gospel. 
They form a part of that prophetic 
view which the rapt Isaiah hath given 
of the glory of the Church, when the 
fullness of the Gentile world shall be 
brought ia, and the triumphs of the 
Redeemer be complete. Amid the 
glowing imagery of the Prophet, he 
addresses the Chureh as already in the 
midst of her final triumphs, and, calling 
upon her to arise and shine in the re~ 
flected light of her God and Saviou , 
points her to the objects of interest 
that everywhere denote her deliver- 
ance from the long night of her capti- 
vity. Onevery hand are seen gather- 
ing the wealth and glory of the nations, 
all of which is to be laid at her feet. 
The riches of earth, so long in the pos- 
session of the God of this world, are 
now all brought into the treasury of 
the Church, and deyoted to the ser- 
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vice of her great Head. Amid all these 
wonders the Church beholds the multi- 
tudes of the Sea, once her most powerful 
foes, coming to aid her triumphs, 
while the ships of Tarshish assist in 
bringing her sons from far, and their 
wealth with them. Commerce, sancti- 
fied by the power of the Gospel, is 
made one of the most potent engines 
for good; so that the forces of the 
Gentiles are soon brought to aid in the 
final glorious victories of the King of 
Kings. Fixing the eye on this promise, 
I purpose to call your attention on this 
occasion to the claims of the sailor. 

No class of men deserve more our 
sympathy and the efforts of the Chris- 
tian world in their behalf. Yet, until 
within a few years, their spiritual 
wants were almost wholly neglected, 
and they were looked upon as almost 
beyond the reach of Christian effort 
and influence ; and yet, none are more 
open to the gospel, none more suscep- 
tible to proper impressions, and to the 
power of Divine truth. In directing 
your thoughts to this field of Christian 
effort, I notice— 

Ist. Its extent. Our text speaks of 
the abundance and the multitudes of 
the sea. It is estimated that there 
are more than two millions of men 
engaged inasea-faring life; or one out 
of every five hundred of the earth’s 
population, is thus enduring the hard- 
ships and perils of the sea to supply 
the remaining four hundred and ninety- 
nine with the comforts and luxuries of 
life, or in defending the rights and the 
honor of the nation which he repre- 
sents. In English vessels there are 
300,000 men. There are 150,000 Amer- 
ican seamen engaged in foreign com- 
merce, and nearly the same number are 
found upon our inland waters. The 
whale fishery alone employs 20,000, 
and the navy 7,000 to 8,000. Nearly 
one half of the whole number of sea- 
men are open to the truth as it is con- 
veyed in the English language. Of 
this large class of our fellow men it 
may be truly said, their field is the 
world. Go where you will, you find 
the sailor. 

‘ Where’er the breezes sweep, or tempest breath 
prevail,” 

there is he seen who does business upon 

the great waters, and beholds God’s 

wonders in the deep. Amid the icy 
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barriers of the Northern and the South- 
ern seas, and beneath the burning 
beams of a torrid sun, the sailor is to 
be found, and the flag of our own Ame- 
rica floats upon every breeze, and our 
canvass whitens every sea. Go to 
China, to India, along the Mediterra- 
nean,—at every Atlantic port—among 
the Leviathans of the Pacific, and all 
the islands of that broad ocean, and 
there you will find the hardy sons of 
this western continent, bearing our 
name, and defending our commerce 
and our flag. While on all our inland 
seas, and our mighty rivers, a number 
equally as large are establishing these 
strong links of internal intercourse and 
commerce which bind together in in- 
dissoluble bonds the widely separated 
portions of this great Republic. 

The extent of such a field of Chris- 
tian effort cannot but convince us ol 
its importance, and the only wonder is 
that the Church allowed so many years 
to pass, before she entered upon a field 
already white for the harvest. It is 
for the salvation of 2,000,000 of men, 
300,000 of whom are our own flesh and 
blood, and who are, by the nature of 
their employment, shut out from the 
ordinary means of grace, that the Great 
Head of the Church calls on us to 
labor. And as the word of God brings 
to our wondering eyes the latter-day 
glory of the Church, it points to them , 
even to the “multitudes of the sea,’ 
and bids us extend to them the invita 
tions of the Gospel, and to give them 
that knowledge which makes men wise 
unto eternal life. 

2nd. I notice the peculiar dangers of 
seamen. Ofall classes they are truly 
in perils both by sea and land. Even 
their physical dangers demand our 
sympathy. How uncertain is their 
tynure of health and life? How pro= 
verbially treacherous is that ocean on 
which they trust themselves. Man 
sometimes boasts of his control over 
the elements, but let him once behold 
God’s power on the deep, and he will 
fee] that he is but a puny and insigni- 
ficant being. A few hours will suffice 
to demolish, oftentimes, the proudest 
monuments of naval skill. <A few 
swells of the ocean, as it is lashed to 
fury by the tempest, will scatter over 
its bosom the broken fragments of the 
stoutest ship that ever rocked upon its 
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waves, and bury deep within its cayerns 
the adventurous men who have trusted 
themselves to its mercy. The storm 
that rocks our dwelling, and howls 
amid the forests and passes us by, 
leaving upon our minds and hearts only 
a pleasing sense of security and com- 
fort as we draw around the blazing 
hearth, and listen to the war of ele- 
ments without, compels the tempest- 
tossed mariner to battle with it for his 
life, and when he has struggled most 
bravely, how often alas! is all in vain, 
and amid darkness and storm, he meets 
his fate,—sinks to the sailor’s grave, 
and is seen no more. 

Who can paint the horrors of the 
scene ?—the struggling of the proud 
bark with the winds and the wayes— 
the anxiety depicted on every face,— 
the tender thoughts of home and 
friends that never may be seen again 
—the countenance wan and worn with 
the watchings of the night — the 
strange, unearthly moaning of the wind 
as it sweeps through the rigging, and 
which, when once heard, can never be 
torgotten,—the awful thunder of the 
surf, as, lashed to fury by the wind, it 
breaks upon the shore,—the sickening 
motion of the staggering vessel, as 
wave after wave rushes over it—the 
groaning of its huge timbers as they 
yield to the superhuman power of the 
tempest,—and the fearful crash that at 
last announces the fate of the ship and 
consigns so many to a watery grave, 
or casts them, bruised and breathless 
upon some -inhospitable shore, and 
strews the waves with the fearful 
tokens of the treachery and the power 
of the ocean on which multitudes make 
their home, and where many find their 
graves. O, who would not, as they 
see one thus leaving his home for a life 
upon the waves, or a land beyond the 
sea, bid him a hearty God-speed, and 
place within his reach the means by 
which, if destined never more toreturn, 
he might carry within him a hope that 
would be as an anchor to his soul. But 
should the sailor escape the perils of 
the ocean, it is only too often to en- 
counter, on the land, those which put 
his soul in jeopardy. Scarcely has his 
ship cast her anchor in the harbor, ere 
he is surrounded by a crew of unprin- 
cipled wretches who consider him and 
his hard-earned wages their lawful 


prey ; and too often a few days serve 
to strip him of all his money and to 
leave him destitute and wretched, and, 
worse than all, with his morals debased 
and his character gone; and a squalid 
drunken being,—perhaps the inmate of 
a prison,—is all that is left of the brave, 
generous-hearted man who but lately 
sprang on shore from his long voyage, 
light-hearted and rejoicing in the hope 
of once more seeing and making happy 
the friends who have long watched for 
his coming. The theatre, the gambling- 
table, the tavern, and the haunts of 
“Cher whose house is the gate of hell,” 
have dissipated his wages,—have de- 
bauched his morals, and have sown the 
seeds of vice and disease, which will 
spring up in a harvest of shame and 
death. 

These facts are of too frequent occur- 
rence to have escaped the observation 
of the least observant. 

Our large cities abound in men whose 
sole dependence is the wreck of the 
sailor. Surrounded by suck dangers 
it is no wonder that the seaman be- 
comes proverbial for his depravity. 
With no kind friend to stand by him, 
—to warn him of his peril—with all 
the promptings of a heart from which 
restraint have just been removed, he 
falls an easy prey to the destroyer, 
and sinks into the arms of vice and 
sensuality ; and without a struggle he 
finds the chains of sin thrown around 
him, which at length eat into lis soul. 
Deprived of the refined and mellowing 
influence of domestie and social life, 
removed from the means of grace, and 
with no man to care for his soul, he 
sinks down into deeper and deeper 
degradation, until, cast out and despis- 
ed, he dies and is forgotten. 

Such has been the sad history of 
many a brave and noble heart; and the 


‘view which it presents, of the perils of 


the sailor, both by sea and land, should 
awaken the Christian world to cease- 
less vigilance, and to adequate effort 
for his salvation. 

3rd. This motive is augmented by a 
sense of our obligations to the sailor. 
But for him, the nations of the Earth 
would be as distinct from, and as 
ignorant of each other, as though they 
inhabited separate worlds. The Ocean, 
now the great means of easy and rapid 
communication, would be a barrier as 
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insurmountable as the space between 
us and the stars. It is a- mistaken 
notion that only our seaports have an 
interest in the sailor. The most re- 
mote hamlet of this western world 
depends on him for its luxuries and its 
comforts. Little does she who wears 
her silks and drinks her tea, or he 
who pors over the news of foreign 
markets and the history of foreign 
politics, think of the expense of toil 
and danger at which their enjoyments 
have been purchased. Through how 
many nights has the sailor watched, 
and amid what wild tempests has he 
struggled, and how many fears and 
hopes has he incurred, as he has made 
his way homeward with the luxuries 
of other climes and tidings from other 
Jands. And while the landsman has 
heard the wind howl, and looked out 
from the casement on the drifting 
snow, and then drawn around the 
cheerful fire, and lain down on his 
peaceful bed, and been luiled to sleep 
by the sighing wind, little has he 
thought that, to provide him with the 
comforts and luxuries of life, many a 
poor sailor is braving the storm and 
tossing upon a boisterous sea, exposed 
to all the rigors of winter, and to all 
the horrors of the tempest, and that 
some are clinging to a wrecked and 
dismantled vessel for a brief respite 
from death, and then going down to 
their fathomless graves uncoffined and 
unpitied. O who, who is there that 


can look around his own dwelling and’ 


say that we owe nothing to the sailor? 
And who best supports our honor and 
defends our flag? Who but him has 
made our name known and respected 
by every nation and in every sea? 
And shall we refuse him the return of 
Christian kindness and sympathy, and 


coldly turn from him to bestow all our - 


charities nearer home, or to nurse our 
own selfishness while he is left to 
perish ? 

4th. I notice again, as a motive to 
Christian effort in behalf of seamen, 
the evil which may be prevented by 
securing in them a respect for the 


authority and law of God. Perhaps no. 


elass of men has such facilities for ac- 
eomplishing wide-spread evil as the 
sailor. The influence of a landsman, 
however bad, is confined usually to a 
Jimited sphere. His own immediate 


neighborhood is affected thereby, and 
there the evil is confined. But how 
incalculable is the mischief which a 
vicious and ungodly sailor may accom- 
plish. Let him enter a ship, among a 
crew of young men, leaving home for 
the first time, and ere the yoyage is 
accomplished he may have poisoned 
their minds and prepared the way for 
their ruin. Shut up to each others 
society, removed from the restraints of 
social order and life—deprived of the 
means of grace,—compelled by the 
very nature of their business to labor 
upon the Sabbath, and sometimes 
unable to make any suitable recogni- 
tion of it,—they grow familiar with 
vicious thoughts, and are prepared, 
when on shore, to commence a course 
of folly and sin which will destroy 
them. But the evil stops not here. 
In foreign lands, and especially those 
yet unchanged by the Gospel, the peo- 
ple look at us through the sailor. He 
is our representative, and to the eye of 
a Heathen is the only example of a 
Christian. How fearfully does his in- 
fluence operate against the Gospel 
when exerted, asit too often is, against 
all that is pure and holy! What 
scenes of riot and profligacy, what in- 
fluences tending to degrade and destroy 
would for ever cease, were but the 
sailor brought within the reach of the 
Gospel and made to feel its power ! 

5th. [hasten to notice lastly, the good 
that the sailor is fitted to accomplish 
when under the controlling influene> 
of the love of God. His very character, 
acquired by long habit as a necessary 
qualification for a seafaring life, fits 
him for extended usefulness. 

Proyerbially daring, brave, and gen- 
erous, he has natural endowments 
which, if sanctioned, will qualify him 
eminently to accomplish good wher- 
ever his influence is felt. Perhaps no 
class of men are more open to the in- 
fluences of the Gospel than the sailor. 
It needs only the evidence of a kind 
heart, that sympathises with him, to 
gain access to him; and when this is 
done he is ready and willing to listen 
to the messages of divine truth. 

A missionary in the Port of New 
York says: “When the Packet Ship 
Oxford was about to leaye the dock, I 
watched a favorable opportunity to 
speak to one of the seamen. Presently 
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I said to him, ‘Friend, I want to say 
a word to you; ‘Two if you please, 
Sir’ ‘You are going to sea in the Ox- 
ford.’ ‘Yes, Sir, I am. ‘I wish you 
would accept a few tracts for yourself 
and shipmates in the forecastle.’ ‘I 
thank you, Sir.’ Here he was going 
away, but I took him by the button. 
‘Friend, you have an immortal soul— 
this may be your last voyage, are you 
prepared to meet your God? As he 
made no answer I proceeded, ‘ You see 
the first Tract in the parcel is “ The 
Spirit Grieved”’ You have often griey- 
ed the spirit of God, and He will not 
always strive. Think of what I have 
said when upon watch atsea. Dothink 
of your soul.’ ‘ God bless you, Sir, in- 
deed I will ! O, how came you to speak 
to me about my soul?’ Ile now be- 
caine so much agitated that I drew him 
aside to prevent observation. He was 
no longer in haste to go on board. 1! 
took his hand in mine and said, ‘IT am a 
stranger to you, but you cannot sus- 
pect me of any harm, I do not ask you 
to a grog shop, nor do I want your mo- 
ney, but I do wish to draw your soul 
to Christ.’ ‘O, Sir, said he, ‘my heart 
is full, I cannot tell you what I feel, I 
cannot talk, but if God will hear a sail- 
or’s prayer I will say ‘ God bless you.’ 
‘JT thank you, and I will pray for you 
too.’ ‘Will you! will you! O, do Sir,’ 
‘Yes, my friend; but God will hear a 
sailor when he prays for himself: will 
you not pray for yourself? He was 
moreagitated,and trembled exeedingly. 
After a pause, he said ‘ yes, Sir, I will; 
and may God help me to pray ! I said 
‘amen,’ and let go his hand, but he was 
wawilling that I should leave him. ‘Re- 
member your promise and pray for me, 
I have not a friend in the world, I am 
a Dane, and may never see you again, 
but do not forget your promise to pray 
for the poor sailor.’ He turned away 
weeping, and went on board. He knew 
not that I was watching him, but I 
saw him pass the gangway, and as I 
saw the emotion that his countenance 
indicated, I said ‘there isasubject ofspe- 
cialprayer for many days.” Such inter- 
views between the sailor and the mis- 
sionary are numerous, and very often 
the bread thus cast upon the waters, 
returns after many days. And many a 
hardy and once hardened sailor comes 
back from his yoyage a subdued and 


penitent man, with his heart full of 
love to Christ, and saying to all around, 
‘Come, and I will show you how great 
things God has done for my soul,’ and 
from:the hour that he becomes a new 
creature, he's just the kind of Christ- 
ian that the Church and the world 
need ; fearless, warmhearted, acquaint- 
ed with human character, shrewd, and 
possessing ardent desires to be useful 
in the sphere of his influence. Convert 
a sailor, then, and you send a mission- 
ary around the world. Wherever he 
goes Christ is preached. Divine Grace 
is made manifest. The Gospel is pro- 
claimed. One of the most potent ap- 
pliances for the conversion of the world 
is a sanctified Commerce. When the 
abundance of the sea is converted, the 
forces of the Gentiles shall also come. 
Who can estimate the change which 
will take place, when all our vessels of 
Commerce and of War shall be filled 
with men fearing God, and desiring to 
make known to the world the glad 
news of pardon. The reception of the 
missionaries at the Sandwich Islands, 
so unexpected and so grateful, was the 
result of an interview of one of Captain 
Cook’s sailors with the people years 
before. Let our seamen be brought to 
feel the power of the Gospel, and soqn 
would the desert blossom as the rose. 

A Sea Captain, in a voyage along 
the Pacific coast of South America 
disposed of a hundred and ten copies 
ofthe Spanish Scriptures besides a num- 
ber of tracts. A sailor ordained as a 
preacher has organized a Church with 
eighty or ninety Catholic converts on 


. an island near the coast of South Amer- 
- ica. When the Priest came to reclaim 


them from their heresy, they told him 
to begone! Two converted sailors ship- 
ped a few years ago, from Boston to 
Calcutta, An impenitent shipmate 
who thought piety in a sailor a ludi- 
crous thing, and who expected often to 


; make himself and companions merry at 


their expense, said to a stranger, soon 
after he came on board, “ Well, I learn 
that there are a couple of pious fellows 
in our crew.” The stranger looked up 
with a meek and earnest glance, and 
said “ yes, Sir, and I hope [ am one of 
them.” Before he could reply, a third 
sailor stepped up and said, “I hope I 
am another.” “ My sport,” said the 
seaman when relating his experience 
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afterwards, “was all over. 
said I to myself, these men are Chr'st- 
ians,—the genuine kind,—they are not 
afraid or ashamed to show their colors.” 
He was led to refiection, and soon to 
Christ.—They then established a pray- 
er meeting in the forecastle, and before 
the voyage was over six others were 
rejoicing in hope. Moreover, while in 
India, sailors from other ships attended 
their meetings, and several of them al- 
so were converted to God. Who will 
say, with such facets before him, that 
there is no hope for the sailor? Who 
can doubt the power for good which 
he possesses, or fail to see the import- 
ant part he is to perform in the con- 
version of the world. Who can caleu- 
late the results which the world shall 
witness when that fearless and enter- 
prising spirit shall all be sanctified, 
which has led man to cross wide eceans, 
to explore unknown seas, to brave the 
tempest, and find pleasure in the path- 
less deep. O thereis something in the 
very business of life of the mariner 
which would lead any mind, suitably 
trained, to devotion and love to God. 
Who, with a heart subdued by grace 
could fail to have the most exalted 
ideas of the Great Supreme as he looks 
out upon the sea, restless, boundless, 
and sublime! Give the sailor the Bi- 
ple, and fill his heart with its precepts, 
and what ennobling thoughts will 
crowd his mind as he views 

«*That glorious mirror where the Almighty forns 
Glasses itself in tempests, in all time 

Calm, or conyulsed in wrath, in gale or sterm 
Icing the pole or in the torrid clime 


Dark, heaving, boundless, endless and sublime, 
The image of Eternity, the threne of the Invisibie. 


” 


O, the Christian sailor must of ne- 


cessity bea noble example of the power » 


of the Gospel. He cannot fail to be a 
christian of high thoughts and beney- 
olent actions. ; 


If it be asked by what means he is | 


to be reached, I answer that those 
means are simple and effective. 
The Seamen’s Friend Society has as- 


sumed the direction of this all-import- | 


ant part of benovolent effort. 

Its object is first to establish Mari- 
ner’s Churches, and to support Chap- 
Jains or Missionaries who shail care for 
the sailor, visit him in his ship, preach 
to him upon the Sabbath, and provide 
him with the means of moral and reli- 
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gious instruction. Besides its Chap- 
Jains in our American ports, and along 
our inland waters, it has its Agents 
and Missionaries at the Islands of the 
Pacific where eur American sailors are 
most frequently found, in the ports of 
South America, France, China, and the 
West Indies. When, therefore, the 
sailor enters a foreign port, he does 
not feel that he is wholly among stran- 
gers. He finds a kind friend to wel- 
come him, and the ‘ Bethel Flag’ floats 
over the Chapel where, in his own lan- 
guage, he may hear the messages of 
mercy. ‘hus the infiuences that now 
surreund him while abroad, are wholly 
changed from what they once were, 
and new ties are thrown around him 
to bind him to virtue and to happiness. 
In addition to this the Society assists 
in the formation of ‘“ Sailors’ Homes.” 
Without these, all the other means ot 
deing good weuld be almost powerless. 
The truth which he might hear would 
soon be forgotten, were he compelled 
to return from his Chapel to those 
haunts where once the sailor made his 
home. Jn the midst of vice and pro- 
fligacy he weuld speedily lose what- 
ever impression might have been made 
upen him. But now, in almost all 
our large seaports, ‘Homes’ are pro- 
vided, where he can find both comfort 
and safety. Condueted by men of re- 
ligious principles and acquainted with 
the sea, the sailor is there free from 
those temptations which onee awaited 
his return to port. No wine-cup spar- 
kles there—no gaming table allures 
him to ruin—no strange woman throws 
out her lures for his soul—no extor- 
tienate landlord.robs him of his hard 
earned wages. He finds himself in the 
midst of friends and at home. He is 
permitted to surround the | amily Al- 
tar and to hear the voice of prayer and 
praise. Books, useful and instructive, 
are at his command. Kind friends are 
ready to give him advice and counsel ; 
and when he again bids his native land 
‘ good-night, it is not with a sense of 
degradation and a sad recollection of 
abuse, and guilt, and shame, but with 
a grateful sense of kindness received, 
and with new views, often, of himself 
and of God. The good that has alrea- 
dy been accomplished by this means 
can be fully known only in Eternity. 
Many a sailor has doubtless sunk to his 
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fathomless grave with a good hope of 
a joyful resurection when the sea shall 
give up its dead, whose salvation has 
been accomplished by the means of 
this Society. 

Every year that rolls by brings ad- 
ditional evidence of good done to the 
men of the sea. The number of con- 
verted sailors is decidedly increasing. 
Many of the officers and men in our 
Navy are Christians, and their influ- 
ence is’ wide-spread for good. 

On many of our merchant ships are 
also disciples of Christ. The cause of 
Temperance is progressing rapidly a- 
mong seamen, and under the means of 
Grace there is a visible change rapidly 
passing over their characters. Yet the 
work must be carried on with inereas- 
ing interest to become fully successful. 

And have not we a deep interest in 
this matter ? 

Many have a personal interest. 
There is scarcely a hamlet in our land 
which has not its representative upon 
the sea It becomes us, then, earnest- 
ly to labor for the conversion of the 
Sailor, and to co-operate efficiently 
with the Society that cares for him and 
that provides the means for his social, 
physical and moral elevation ; hoping 
and praying for that day ‘when the 
abundance of the sea shall be conyert- 
ed unto God.’ 


Og 
Maritime Relatiens. 


Mr. W. S. Lindsay, M.P., on the 
occasion of his recent visit to this coun- 
try, was invited by the New York 
Chamber of Commerce to address it 
on the various subjects of commercial 
relation that are subjects of negocia- 
tion between the two countries. In 
compliance with that request he deli- 
vered the address, parts of which we 
transfer to our pages. 

* ca * * * * * 


LIABILITY OF SHIP-OWNERS, 


With these preliminary remarks, 
allow me to state to you the objects 
which I have in view in meeting you 
this evening. I will speak first in ro- 
ference to the liability of ship-owners. 
* * * * The law of England with 


regard to the responsibilities of ship- ° 


owners limits the responsibility of our 
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owners to the value of the ship and 
freight. In most of the other coun- 
tries of Europe, also, the responsibility 
of the ship-owners is limited to that 
extent. This is also the law in this 
country,—that is to say, if one of your 
ships runs down another at sea, and 
you pay into your courts thu value of 
the ship and freight, your responsibil- 
ity cannot be carried beyond that 
value. ‘hat is all very well, so far as 
the laws of the respective countries 
stand. But if my ship runs down 
another ship in which an American 
subject is interested, and enters any of 
your ports, [am made responsible, in 
your courts, not merely for the value 
of the ship and freight, but I am made 
responsible exactly for whatever 
amount of damage may have been sus- 
tained through the collision brought 
about by my ship. So, therefore, if 
my ship runs down a vessel with cargo 
and freight on board to the extent of 
£200,000 sterling, I would be respon- 
sible for the whole. If your ships at 
sea run down any other American 
ship, or run down a British ship, and 
it be brought int» our courts, you are 
are also responsible in our courts for 
the full amount of the damage which 
your ship caused. This arises from the 
fact, that our laws have jurisdiction 
only oyer British ships, and that your 
laws have jurisdiction only over Amer- 
ican ships. Now, considering the vast 
trade which is carried on between the 
two countries, I think, at least I hope 
you may agree with me in the remarks 
I have ventured to make, and that as 
the legislatures of both countries have 
specified that the ship-owner’s liability 
shall be limited, you will use your in- 
fluence to extend that limitation to 
the vessels of both nations. A conven- 
tion between the two countries should 
lay down certain principles in regard 
to liability which would be common to 


both; so that your responsibilities 


may be limited in our country in the 
Same way and to the same extent as it 
is with our ships; and, on the other 
hand, if our ships are brought into your 
courts, our responsibilities should be 
limited in the same way as you are. 
For my own part, I do not see any 
difficulty in the way of framing a con- 
vention to carry out this important 
and desirable object. 
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COLLISIONS AT SEA. 


Under the head of responsibility, 
there are various points to which I 
desire to call your attention, and 
which haye direct reference to this 
question of liability. First,»with res- 
pect to collisions at sea. Now the 
causes of collisions are various. Many 
collisions are, it is true, entirely 
beyond the control of man. There 
are others, however, which I believe 
might be avoided, if certain‘alterations 
were made in the maritime laws, or 
rather in the practice, of the respect- 
ive countries. The first alteration I 
would desire to see made is, that the 
ships of England and America should 
be subjected to the same rule of the 
road at sea. It is very desirable that 
one rule of the road should be adopted 
at sea by all maritime nations; but I 
will now confine myself to England and 
America. Curious enough, we have, I 
might almost say, two rules of the 
road at sea toguideus. * * * * IT be- 
lieve we will require to alter our rule 
of the road, for it will not do for us to 
have two laws, however slight the dif- 
ference, with reference to the rule of 
the road at sea. Yourrule or practice 
in America is much the same as the 
old maritime rule of the road, and with 
one or two modifications it might be 
desirable for England to adopt the rule 
of the road that is at present in use 
with American vessels. I will not now 
enter into the details of any particular 
rule. What I desire is, that you 
should go with me in endeavoring to 
bring about the opinion amongst ship- 
owners that there should be but one 
rule for the guidance of mariners in 
England and America. 


USE OF LIGHTS AT SEA. 


May I now direct your attention to 
the use of lights at sea? In accord- 
ance with the powers granted to the 
Board of Trade by the act of 1854, we 
established a system of signal lights at 
sea, which I need not minutely des- 
cribe; but that system of lights was 
considered so good that all the Euro- 
pean nations, I believe, have now 
adopted it. You, in America, have 


also adopted that system so far as . 


steamers are concerned, and your lead- 
ing ship-owners have also adopted it. 
But it is not compulsory by your laws 
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for your ship-owners, in all cases, to 
carry lights. Now, I am of opinion 
that it would be desirable that the law 
of America on this point should be 
made similar to that of England, with 
reference to the lights to be carried at 
sea; that American and English ships 
should be required to show the same 
lights. 

If we had the same rule of the road, 
and displayed the same signal lights, 
there would be less collisions than now 
unfortunately occur. The great cause 
for surprise. with me, when I take into 
consideration the enormous intercourse 
going on between the two countries, 
and the vast number of vessels which 
pass down the St. George’s and Eng- 
lish channels, is that many more col- 
lisions do not take place; and it isa 
fact which speaks well for the masters 
of American and English vessels, as 
proving the caution they must exercise 
to avoid collisions. These are the 
points which come under the head of 
liability. . 

OFFENCES. 

There are other points to which Iam 
anxious to direct your attention, so 
that the laws of the two countries may 
be brought into harmony in regard to 
them. One is, offences committed on 
board English» and American ships. 
Very frequently offences are commit- 
ted on board English ships entering 
your ports, and on board American 
ships entering our ports, over which 
the laws of the respective countries 
have no jurisdiction. Perhaps in 
serious cases, such as murders, murder- 
ous assaults, mutinies and the like, it 
may not be desirable that the laws of 
each country should have authority 
over the ships of the other; but it 
might be so arranged as that when 
such crimes were committed on board 
American vessels in or entering British 
ports, a British magistrate might have 
power to issue a warrant and commit 
the offender in the same way as if he 
were a British subject, and hand him 
over to his consul or minister to be 
sent home for trial, for I think it right 
that a man, for very henious offences, 
should be sent home to the country to 
which he belongs, to be tried by its 
laws. But there are other cases which 
may be dealt with summarily, and 
many of them of a very vexatious cha- 
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racter—for instance, petty larceny, 
cases of assault of a trivial kind, dis- 
putes between master and seamen, and 
so forth. Now I think it desirable 
that the laws of the two countries with 
reference to such cases, should be in 
harmony, so that at the request of the 
British minister or consul in America, 
disputes arising on board British ves- 
sels in any of your ports, could be 
summarily dealt with in your courts, 
and disputes arising in American ships 
in any of our ports, could, at the re- 
quest of your minister or consul, be 
dealt with the same as if the dispu- 
tants were British subjects, always re- 
serving that this be done at the request 
of the consuls and ministers of the 
respective countries. 


DESERTIONS, 


Then there is another point which 
has led toa great deal of trouble— 
desertions. Desertions are constantly 
taking place from our ships in your 
ports, and from American vessels in 
our ports. We have no jurisdiction 
over such cases of desertion from your 
ships, nor have you any jurisdiction 


over deserters from our ships. I think’ 


that when you ‘consider that time is 
capital—and it is so to the ship-owner 
more, perhaps, than to any other man 
of business, because his property is 
liable to rapidly depreciate—when you 
remember that ships are sometimes 
detained a week, a fortnight, or a 
month onaccount of desertions, I think 
it is desirable that American seamen 
deserting in British ports should be 
summarily dealt with by our author- 
ities in the same way as they would 
deal with British subjects under the 
same circumstances, and that deserters 
from our ships in your ports should be 
dealt with as if they were American 
seamen. 

There is a great deal more in these 
matters than appears at the first glance. 
This seems to be a small matter, and 
some of you may think it unworthy of 
notice; but when you consider the 
vast intercourse which is carried on 
between the two countries, and the 
great number of desertions that occur, 
it becomes a matter of greater import- 
ance than it at first seems. I hope 
that it will receive your attention, so 
as to have the laws of the respective 
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countries upon this point brought into 
perfect harmony. 


BELLIGERENT RIGHTS AT SEA. 


The next question to which I desire 
to direct your attention isa truly great 
one, and [ have some delicacy in enter- 
ing upon it; but it is one upon which 
I have felt very strongly for many 
years—it is the question of belligerent 
rights at sea. I wish to call your 
serious attention to it for a few mo- 
ments. Direct reference is made to 
this important question in the report 
of the Merchant Shipping Committee 
of last session of Parliament. As you 
are aware, in that unfortunate war 
with Russia, England formed an alli- 
ance with France, by which it was 
agreed, among other things, that both 
nations wave their rights to confiscate 
enemy’s goods found on board neutral 
ships, as also neutral goods not contra- 
band of war found in enemies’ vessels. 
Now this mutual but provisional waiver 
of belligerent rights placed the allies 
in harmonious action, and practically 
countenanced the principle that free 
goods make free ships. Well, Mr. 
President, upon the return of peace, 
what was called the Declaration of 
Paris was agreed to by Austria, France, 
Great Britain, Sardinia, Prussia, Rus- 
sia, and Turkey. By that declaration, 
also, privateering was abolished. The 
declaration was submitted to your go- 
vernment. Your government said, 
“ We will agree to it, save and except 
the clause which states that privateer- 
ing shall cease. It is,” they said, “not 
the policy of America to maintain vast 
standing armies or nayies. When we 
unfortunately go to war, we depend 
upon our people to protect us on shore, 
and upon our ship-owners to defend us 
on the water. If,’ they continued, 
“you will make all private property ea- 
empt from capture at sea, we will cease 
privateering ; but whyask us to abolish 
it, while you maintain and send out 
your great ships-of-war, which are 
neither more nor less than priva- 
teers? They go forth to do ex- 
actly the same as the ships which we 
license in time of war, to burn, plunder 
and destroy.” I think the argument 
of your government unanswerable. 
Some people say it is necessary to do 
such terrible things in order to put an 
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end to war. I doubt it, and doubt it 
very much. I don’t think that burn- 
ing, plundering, and destroying private 
property ever brought war to an end; 
it only exasperates the people whose 
property is destroyed, and the anxiety 
to obtain prize money in the shape of 
that plunder only stimulates nations to 
war. 

Therefore I heartily agree with the 
American government when they said 
“Make all private property exempt 
from capture at sea, and then we will 
agree that privateering shall cease. 
Now, gentlemen, I brought that ques- 
tion under the serious attention of the 
committee of the House of Commons, 
and I am happy to say that the com- 
mittee adopted the following paragraph 
in their report, with only one dissent- 
ent voice, and that committee consist- 
ed of seventeen gentlemen, many of 
whom are most influential members of 
the British Parliament. The paragraph 
was as follows :— 

“Your committee are aware that 
grave objections have been urged by 
high authorities against any further 
step inadyance ; but they cannot close 
this brief comment on so important a 
question without expressing a hope 
that your honorable House will agree 
with them in the opinion that, in the 
progress of civilization and in the cause 
of humanity, the time has arrived 
when all private property, not contra- 
band of war, should be exempt from 
capture at sea.” 


I do not know that I everin my | 


life, wrote a paragraph of which I was 
prouder; and I am happy to say that 
the committee, with only one dissent- 
ing voice, agree with me in those great 
and noble principles. And I do fer- 
vently hope and pray that I may live 
to see those principles carried out. 
Hyerything in my power shall be done 
to bring about the time when we shall 
cease from plundering, when we shall 
cease from destroying, and when we 
shall cease from capturing the property 
of unoffending non-belligerents—the 
time when we shall treat private pro- 
perty on the ocean in the same way as, 
for more than a century, private pro- 
perty on the land has been treated ; 
because I believe that, by so doing, we 
are performing one of our great mis- 
sions upon earth—to bring about peace 


and good will among nations. And I 
do trust that you will aid mein urging 
upon your government to adhere to the 
noble principle they laid down, and tor 
be prepared to cease privateering when 
England is prepared to say that from 
this time forth all private property 
shall be exempt from capture on the 
ocean. 

Now, gentlemen, there are two other 
questions to which I shall call your 
attention. 

REGISTRATION. 


One question is in regard to regis- 
tration. As you are aware, we admit 
to registration the ships of all nations. 
An American-built ship can come to 
any British port and be registered in 
the customs in the same way as any 
British-built ship. Here is an adyan- 
tage you do not possess. We can re- 
gister the ships we purchase from any 
nation. This is a great advantage to 
us. We have often taken the benefit 
of it; for we can at times find ships 
cheaper than those we could build. 
Now, youare prevented from doing so. 
Your law says, “‘ You may invest your 
money in an American-built ship, but 
not ina ship built in any other coun- 
try.” Now that scems strange. I 
could understand it if they put ona 
duty for purposes of revenue, but to 
pass a law and say that you cannot in- 
vest your money where you please, is, 
I think, not wise policy on the part of 
your government. I think that you 
should at least be allowed to purchase 
whatever ships you please, and to pur- 
chase them where you please, and that 
you ought not to be prohibited from 
doing what you please with your 
capital. However, it is for you to con- 
sider whether or not you are losers 
by it. 

THE COASTING TRADE. 

The next question is a wider one— 
the coasting trade. As you are aware, 
we opened our ports to the shipping of 
all nations in 1850, and in 1854 we 
opened our entire coasting trade, so 
that since those dates your ships can 
enter all our ports in India, Australia, 
Canada, and the other provinces upon 
the same terms as British ships. 

Now the great principle of all your 
most eminent statesmen—and you haye 
had among them some of the greatest 
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the world ever saw—their great prin- 
ciple was reciprocity, and they were 
willing to give to other nations what 
other nations gaye tothem. We gave 
you the coasting trade. You may say 
that it was not worth much in a small 
island like Great Britain, but you must 
remember that we have given you the 
vast trade of India, Australia, and 
Canada as well, which, you will admit, 
is an exceedingly important trade, and 
one which has been very valuable to 
your ships. Now, Mr. President, while 
we do this, you still maintain your 
coasting trade laws. You have pre- 
vented our ships from entering that 
trade, and you have done more. You 
still call the trade between New York 
and California “ coasting trade ;” and 
you go even further, and call the trade 
from New York to Aspinwall, with its 
transhipment over foreign soil, to San 
Francisco, “a coasting trade !” 
Maik dah gabe HR. ce OS > Le Uren bse tee 
Task you to aid me by making con- 
cessions in your coasting trade. I do 
not think that by doing so you would 
suffer to the extent you suppose, or 
that England would gain to the extent 
she supposes by it, because I do not 
think any foreign nation can compete 
successfully with you for the trade 
along your own shores. If you can 
compete successfully with us in the 
trade I have named, why can you not 
in the coasting trade? Every nation 
can conduct its own coasting trade to 
the best advantage. England has got 
Swedes and Norwegians to compete 
with her for the coasting trade, which 
she has opened; but they have not 
done it, nor can they do it, because 
they cannot carry on that trade to ad- 
vantage, unless they remove them- 
selves and their families to our shores ; 
and before you could compete with us 
in our coasting trade you would be 
obliged to come and live near the 
trade, and before we could compete 


successfully with you we would have © 


to come and live with you. 

* * * * Twish the ship-owners 
to bear in mind the fact that the larger 
the commerce the better it is for them ; 
because the ship-owner is a mere car- 
rier and does not create trade. , The 
trade must be created or the ship- 
owner cannot exist. The freer the in- 
tercourse between nations the larger 
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the development of the trade, and the 
greater the development of the trade 
the more employment for ship-owners. 
A free trade along your shores would 
tend materially to increase it. 

But if you are not prepared to re- 
commend the entire throwing open of 
the coasting trade, you ought at least, 
in common justice, to make some con- 
cessions, even if you had no higher 
reasons than to avoid the possibility of 
the British government closing against 
you the vast trade which you now en- 
Joy with our Colonies and Possessions. 


COAST AND PORT CHARGES. 


But we have also concessions to 
make. While I don’t think you deal 
justly or generously towards us in re- 
gard to the coasting trade, I don’t 
think that we deal generously towards 
you in regard to the various taxes 
levied upon your vessels visiting Eng- 
lish ports. You make us no charge for 
the lights shown upon your shores, and 
your lights are not inferior but equal 
to any. You act the part of a great 
people and say that it is the duty of 
an enlightened nation to place lights 
on her shores, not only for her own 
vessels but for all those ships that she 
invites to trade with her, and I, too, 
say that it is the duty of every nation 
to do so. England, while she opens 
the coasting trade, still charges the 
vessels of other nations coming to her 
ports for the use of the lights on her 
coasts. She also charges them to 
maintain harbors, suchas Dover, Rams¢ 
gate, Budlington, and other places 
which your ships cannot enter. Hng- 
land also charges you what is called - 
local charges, at various ports, from 
which you derive no benefit whatever, 
and which are for purposes entirely 
municipal. She also charges you for 
pilotage, and under her compulsory 
pilotage law you are charged, whether 
you require to take a pilot or not. If 
you pass through Yarmouth Roads or 
the Motherbank, or various other 
places where your masters do not re- 
quire pilots, your ships have pilotage 
levied on them. Now, I have been 
endeavoring to ascertain what the 
American ships pay in these ways. Of 
course it is impossible to arrive at the 
accurate amount; but I believe that 
your ships pay, in round numbers. for 
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lights and compulsory pilotage, passing 
tolls and local charges, a sum close 
upon a million of dollars annually. 
Now if you were prepared to say that 
you would throw open your coasingt 
trade, (which I think you ought to do,) 
or at least make some considerable 
concessions regarding it, I think that 
England, on the other hand, would be 
prepared to sweep away this system of 
charges. At all events, I, in the Bri- 
tish Parliament, would do my best to 
have it done. I think, too, that you 
would get the best of the bargain when 
you got rid of paying this $1,000,000 
annually, so that, as a matter of pounds, 
shillings, and pence, [ think it deserves 
your attention. 


INLAND LAKE TRADE. 


In the early part of this century 
Great Britain passed a Jaw that no 
produce could be taken from Great 
Britain to America except in British 
ships, while America passed a law that 
no produce could be carried from Amer- 
ica to Great Britain except in Amer- 
ican ships. Well, for some years they 
had the spectacle of American and Bri- 
tish ships crossing each other in ballast, 
carrying out the theory of the respect- 
ive governments of the day. * * * 

“We got wiser in the course of time, 
and we found that such a law did not 
benefit anybody, not even the parties 
who applied for its enactment—the 
ship-owners of England and America of 
that day—while it injured all. * * * 
Now, we find these two great coun- 
tries doing nearly the same thing in 
that vast inland lake trade which is 
opened and opening up. * * Cana- 
dians have a large portion of the 
northern side of the lakes, where they 
conduct a very extensive trade, and 
the Americans have also a very large 
trade on the south side ot the lakes. 
Well, now, as the Jaws stand, we still 
maintain our colonial coasting trade— 
that is to say, while American ships 
can go into the intercolonial trade, 
they cannot go from one of our ports 
on the lake to another. And by your 
laws a British ship cannot go from an 
American port to an Ameriean port on 
the lakes; so that, whatever may be 
the course of commerce and the nature 
of the trade, we have actually a law 
which says to the American ship-own- 
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er; “Thus far shalt thou go and no 
farther.” And you, too, say the same 
to British ships. Now, is not that the 
very same system which our wise fore- 
fathers carried on across the Atlantic ?¢ 
Why should an American ship, if the 
exchange of commerce requires her to 
go between any British ports upon the 
lakes, have a legislative barrier set up | 
which prevents her from going beyond 
a certain limit? And why should the 
American government have a similar 
law against our ships? Why should 
the respective governments set up such 
barriers as these? They must injure 
the consumers of the respective coun- 
tries, and so far from benefiting the 
ship-owners they must do the reverse, 
for the same reason that applied to the 
trade of the Atlantic when it was car- 
ried on in the same way. 

Well, of course, if your coasting 
trade was opened up, it would natural- 
ly be the duty of: the British govern- 
ment, besides removing those heavy 
charges which I have named, to open 
up their coasting trade along the lakes 
and in the Colonies, and by that course 
I believe that not only would both na- 
tions ke much benefited, but the ship- 
owners also would gain by it, and no 
one would suffer. 
bet ilk dk Soi a Se ae Cae ia 

I hope that you will receive my ob- 
servations in the spirit in which I have 
made them. My anxiety is to remove 
the rough edges which now cause fric- 
tion between the two nations, and 
which often lead to rumors of war. 
Although I do not for a moment sup- 
pose that there is any likelihood of 
war between two such nations as Eng- 
land and America—nations speaking 
the same language, professing the same 
religion, sprung from the same race, 
and bound together by every tie that 
ought to bind men and nations toge- 
ther—still, there are often rumors of 
war, caused too often by some of these 
questions to which I have directed your 


* * 


' attention this evening, and which do 


an immense amount of injury to the 
people of the two countries, by retard- 
ing for the time being, free intercourse 
and exchange of commodities. If my 
friendly visit to the States can.bring 
about‘a harmony between the laws of 
the two countries, so as to prevent the 
constant irritation arising on,both sides 
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of the Atlantic—if I can, by any hum- 
ble words of mine, aid in throwing oil 
upon the troubled water, then my visit 
will not have been made in vain. 
° 2 o<> 


Increase of American Commerce. 
The Baltimore Price Current contains 
the following interesting remarks :— 
The progress of affairs in the Asiatic 
seas is of such a nature as to open 
there a broad field for the employment 
of American shipping. It has always 
been the case, that when American 
shipping came in competition with that 
of other countries, on the same footing, 
it has occupied the whole ground ; and 
in the ports of Asia it has a field for 
operations of the most favorable des- 
cription, Our minister at Pekin has 
succeeded in breaking down those time- 
observed dogmas of exclusiveness 
which the Chinese had adopted for 
their mode of action, and opened our 
resources of commerce to a race num- 
bering one-fourth of the human species; 
which affords the most favorable augury 
for the future of American interests, as 
connected with that empire, which are 
now in a position that, if properly 
treated, cannot but result in confer- 
ring upon our shipping and national 
interests a high degree of prosperity. 
As a favored nation in Chinese ports, 
the great and growing carrying trade 
between British India and China, as 
well as the isles of the ocean, must fall 
to its share. A political position so 
favorable, supported by the great and 
well-known advantages which Ameri- 
can vessels possess in build and sailing 
qualities, will give us the trade of 
600,000,000 of people. ‘The facilities 
of California for ship-building, when 
more fully developed, will be found 
well nigh inexhaustible, and the in- 
creasing population of that coast are 
already making them ayailable. The 
American shipping interest on the 
Pacific coast is doubtless destined to 
exceed that of any other, not only by 
reason of the carrying trade which 
Australia, China, Japan, India, the 
Amoor River, and South America 
offer to American bottoms, but in the 
outlets which railroads across the coun- 
try to the Atlantic States will, pro- 
mote. Again; ere long we shatfhave 
the telegraph from Russia by the 
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Amoor and Behrings Straits, which 
will connect with the American line 
in Oregon. The connection of such 
means of prompt communication, show- 
ing the state of the markets at almost 
all parts of the world at once, must 
give a new impulse to operations of 
shipping; and American genius may, 
from San Francisco as a central point, 
command the whole carrying trade of 
those countries that border on the 
Pacific Ocean, and which produce those 
raw materials that are so rapidly be- 
coming the medium of exchange be- 
tween the countries of Kurope. It will 
be a long time before those countries 
can find a home market for their vast 
productions. Hvery movement thus 
far towards the improvement of India, 
the opening of China and Japan, has 
tended to a large demand for goods in 
that region, and a more extensive ex- 
port, not only to Europe, but between 
the countries of Asia. The extent to 
which our commerce may be pushed, 
the amount of tonnage that may be 
advantageously employed, and the 
number of seamen that will be requir- 
ed to carry on this vast commerce suc- 
cessfully, can hardly be estimated. 
Now, the importance of efficiency on 
the part of those officers and seamen 
who are entrusted with valuable ships 
and cargoes, and still more valuable 
lives, must be apparent to all, and 
there appears to be no more effectual 
means of securing that efficiency than 
the hearty co-operation of our mer- 
chants, ship-owners, and underwriters, 
in the maintenance of nautical schools, © 
and the establishment of an examina- 
tion system, whereby the real merits 
of each commander and officer may be 
known. The moral force of such a 
system will soon overcome the reluct- 
ance that may be expected to exist on 
the part of commanders and officers to 
pass the ordeal, and would gradually, 
but most assuredly, produce a body of 
well-educated seamen, efficient officers, 
and able commanders in our mercantile 
marine, and thus reduce the number of 
shipwrecks and marine disasters, ren- 
dering life and property more safe at 
sea. 

We venture these remarks, hoping 
that they will be attended with due 
effect in awakening a desire for im- 
provement and efficiency on the part of 
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those who are desirous of becoming 
eommanders or officers in our rapidly 
increasing mercantile marine, and to 
induce a respectable class of American 
youth to join the sea service, both of 
which are essential to our commercial 
prosperity. 


ae 


The continued scarcity of Amer- 
ican Seamen. 


The Liverpool ‘ Times’ says:—‘‘ We 
had occasion a few days ago to remark 
upon the scarcity of American seamen, 
which may be attributable in a great 
measure to the excessive crews that 
the passenger act compels emigrant 
ships to carry.—There are at present 
no less than a dozen vessels in the 
Mersey waiting for crews, and that in 
the face of the large advance now of- 
fered by American shipping masters; 
for although every inducement and 
every exertion is madeto procure men, 
still all proves abortive, as there are 
no seamen available and no arrivals to 
speak of. Now, had each passenger 
ship which has left this port for the 
last few weeks only been provided 
with a sufficient crew, there would 
have been at the present moment a 
supply of seamen to meet the demand, 
and many would have been benefited 
and much money saved ; whereas, by 
shipping excessive crews, no individu- 
al concerned is benefited, and should 
any casualty occur at sea, a large crew 
would not be found adyantageous— 
more likely the reverse would be the 
case, as the old proverb “too many 
cooks spoil the broth,” holding good 
in this instance, besides filling the 
boats with unnecessary men, and de- 
priving others of a chance of being sa- 
ved. Considering the immense trade 
between this port and America, and 
how much Liverpool is profited by it, 
it is a matter much to be desired that 
every facility should be given for the 
quick despatch of vessels, and it is to 
be regretted that any clauses in any 
English enactments should exist cal- 
culated to retard their sailing, and it 
is to be hoped that if the cause is to 
be found where we have stated (and 
we have every reason to believe it to 
be so), why the sooner there isa revi- 


sion of our code and an alteration, the 


better it will be for our country and 
our commerce. 


From the New York Observer. 


“Take Heart of Grace.” 


Oh thou! who tossing on life’s troubled ocean 
Mournest the hidings or thy Father’s face, : 

And comfortless, amid the wild commotion 
Seekest in vain some quiet resting place ne 

Thou weary, fainting soul! “ take heart of grace,”? 


Look up! when storms of woe are round thee 
sweeping ; 
Learn thou in all, thy Saviour’s hand to trace: 
Above the storm, behind the dark clouds, keeping 
Ceaseless watch o’er thee, beams my loving 
face ; rs 
Therefore, thou faithless one! take heart of grace 


Not all the fiercest tempests round thee blowing. 
Can drive thee far from heaven’s sweet resting 
place ; 
Notall the floods thy sorrowing soul o’erflowing, 
Can long avail to hide from thee my face ; : 
Therefore, O downcast soul! take heart of grace. 


O waste no more thy breath in weak complaining ! 
Doubts throw aside! No longer thus disgrace 

My faithful Jove that leading, guiding, training 
Perfects thee thus for my own dwelling: place. 
O thou rebellious soul! take heart of grace. 


tape ae not seen how, for some precious treas 
sure, 
Men beat of purest gold, a goodly case? 
Or cut for fragrant odors, at their pleasure, 
Out of rough stone, a rare and polished vase 2 
O thou short-sighted one! cake heart of grace. 


Like them, when for myself I am preparing 
Out of the soul, a fit abiding-piace, 
I hew thee, beat thee, till Il see thee bearing 
My image ; and my perfect likeness trace; 
Therefore thou chosen one! take heart of grace 
Oh then, be of good courage! for I love thee: 
Gladly and cheerfully each cross embrace, ” 
And bear it manfully ; for soon above thee, 


Light from my throne each cloud away shall 
chase ; 


Theretore, afflicted one! take heart of grace, 
And soon life’s sorest trials passed forever. 
Faultless before thy and my Father’s face 
I will present thee joyfully ; and never : 
Need to say to thee, in that resting place 
-O weary, fainting soul! take heart of grace. 


For eyery hour of that blessed life immortal, 
Thou shalt be glad my guiding hand to trace, 
That made thee mect, by trials, through the 
portal 


To enter in, and rest in my embrace ; 
Therefore look upward! and take heart of grace. 


Mediterranean Sea, Aug. 1860. H. 
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The Preaching that Sailor’s like. 


Sailors have very little respect for 
fair-weather Christians. They believe 
the course to Heaven lies through a 
stormy sea, and that a man to get there 
must battle with hostile elements. 
They like plain, direct preaching, full 
of heart and strength. They cannot 
tolerate a display of literature, ox 
metaphysical acumen, in a sermon 
They know they are wicked and unfit 
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for heaven, and they wish to be told 
so. The man who should tell them 
otherwise would at once forfeit their 
confidence. 

A gentleman of the Unaversalist 
persuasion, was once appointed as chap- 
lain in the navy, and reported for duty 
on board one of our ships fitting for 
sea. His creed soon became known to 
the sailors, and was freely discussed in 
their messes. “If we are all so good 
that we are going to heaven,” said an 
old tar, “ what is the use in overhaul- 
ing one’s sins? It only gives a bloody 
sight of trouble for nothing’ “If we 
are all on the right tack,” said another, 
“and must bring up at the right port, 
what is the use in preaching and pray- 
ing about it?” “If we trust this doc- 
trine, and it don’t turn out true there’l] 


be hell to pay,” exclaimed a third. | 


These sentiments were shared in by 
the whole crew, and soon became 
known to the newly-appointéd chap- 
lain. He resigned his commission, and 
shewed a considerateness in doing it 
which entitles him to respect. Sailors, 
ignorant and wicked as they are, can 
never be made to believe that the good 
and bad, brings up at last in the same 
port.—Colton’s Deck and Port. 


0 
The Life of the Sailor. 


Such is the life of the sailor; one 
hour is full of sunshine, the next of 
storms. He lives between hope and 
disappointment; they alternate through 
his whole existence. Nothing but the 
most indomitable resolution could 
endure the vicissitudes of his lot. He 
is cheerful when others would despond, 
and triumphs when others would des- 
pair. He elicits spark of joy from his 
hard lot, as you strike flashes of fire 
from flint. Ye who sigh over the tales 
of fictitious bereavement, bestow one 
glance at this real tragedy of life. 
Here are woes which no illusion paints: 
a death knell rung by no unseen hands: 

If dependence can awaken the voice 
of supplication, the sailor, of all men, 
should be the most devout. His poor 
frail bark floats between life and death. 
A sudden tempest, a latent rock, or a 
spark of fire, and he sinks into a 
strangling grave. He may emerge, 
but it is only to strike his strong arms 
in wild despair. No drifting plank 
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floats between him and the “palé 
bourne.” Prepared or unprepared, he 
must appear at once before the dread 
tribunal, and answer for the deeds of 
his erring life. He should live with 
these awful realities ever present to 
his thoughts. Like the bird of the 
stormy peak, his pinion should be ever 
ready to unfurl itself. But from his 
flight there is no return; he is off into 
the boundless unknown.—Ibid. 
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Sailor’s no Sceptics. 


The errors and vices of the sailor 
seldom result from scepticism. I never 
met with one who denied or doubted 
the existence of a God, the wickedness 
of the human heart, or the realities of 
a future state. They attach a much 
higher offence to a disrespect of the 
Bible, than the use of profane language. 
They seem to think a man’s impulses 
may be wrong, while in the main he is 
good. The spirit is willing but the 
flesh is weak. They have a law in 
their members warring against the law 
of their mind, and bringing them into 
captivity to Satan; and yet they are 
free to denounce that captivity, and 
brand it as the source of all their 
misery and degradation. The:r loath- 
ing spirits, touched with a diviner life, 
often exclaim, “ Who shall deliver us 
from this body of sin and death ?”°— 
Ibid. 

SO a a a 


Hidden Treasures. 


In the “green room” in Dresden, 
where for centuries the Saxon princes 
have gathered their gems and treasures 
until they have become worth millions 
of dollars, may be seen a silver egg, a 
present to one of the Saxon queens, 
which, when you touch a spring, opens 
and réveals a golden yolk. Within 
this is Lid a chicken, whose wings being 
pressed also flies open, disclosing a 
splendid golden crown studded with 
jewels. Nor is this all; another 
secret spring being touched, hidden in 
the centre is found a magnificent 
diamond ring. 

So it was with every truth and 
promise of Gods word—a treasure 
within a treasure. ‘Che more we exa- 
mine it, the richer it becomes. But 
how many neglect to touch the springs! 


(CuristT IN THE Srorm.) 


A Generous New-Year’s Gift 
by a German Sailor. 


The following letter has just been 
received by cur Treasurer from a con- 
verted Man-of-War’s man, who has 
wisely retired from ploughing the rol- 
ling deep, to the more profitable work 
of ploughing the rolling praries of the 
West. We wish that many other 
friends of seamen might be powerfully 
drawn to help us so liberally in this 
time of need. 


(Mart, viir: 24, 25.) 


Lewiston, Dacotah Co., Minnesota. 


My dearly beloved friend in Christ Jesus. 

; I send to you my yearly offering of 
: ten dollars, and my hearty wish of God- 
speed to that blessed work in which 
; you are engaged. The Lord bless you 
and all friends of Seamen ! 

It pleased the good Lord our Heayen- 
ly Father to send us off from Wiscon-. 
sin over here to Minnesota: but the: 
best thing is, He did not send us alone: 

but came along over with us, and so we: 


146 


oe 


are at peace. The name of the Lord 
of Hosts be blessed for ever and ever, 
Amen ! 

Please send my Magazine this way, 
T am still a friend of Seamen. 

Conrap STEYNER. 
Samuel Brown, Esq. 

Many are wont at this Holyday fes- 
tival to lavish their money in gifts. 
Who will expend God’s bounty more 
wisely and nobly than this converted 
sailor? How few will do acts of such 
self-denial and devotion out of love to 
Christ and suffering humanity! Yet 
he has the reward of the wise and faith- 
ful steward. We do not wonder at 
the loving, happy, grateful spirit which 
breathes through every line, and the 
sweet “peace” which he enjoys, when 
we hear him say “ Best of all, Gop is 
with us! 


To the Board of Managers of the 
New York Port Society. 


GENTLEMEN,—I am again called to 
record the evidences of the Divine 
Mercy and love to the men of the sea. 
Since my last monthly report our 
Morning Union Prayer Meeting has 
increased both in interest and in num- 
bers—and the most cheering feature of 
it is the presence of new faces continu- 
ally who represent the wanderers of 
the deep. Almost every day has 
brought us tidings of some who were 
seeking or had found the Lord. One 
morning nine rose to ask an interest in 
the prayers of God’s. people. One of 
whom said with much feeling that we 
would pray God to convert his soul. 
Another said, “ Brethren, I know the 
Lord is with you—I feel it—but I am 
a poor sinner—a wretched sinner—yet 
may there not be mercy for me? Is 
not Christ’s love sufficient to save me? 
May I not share with you? Are my 
sins too great to be pardoned! Oh, I 
hope not. I have heard that Christ 
receiveth sinners and I am determined 
to seck him. Do, I beg of you, do pray 
for me that I-may find him to the joy 
of my heart.” This man has since 


| 
| 


SEAMEN’S FRIEND. 


[ January, 


gone to sea with the determined pur- 
pose to live for God. Many of these 
with their hearts burdened have gone 
to Brother Elliott at the close of the 
mecting, and have registered their 
names in his book and received the word 
from him. 

Our bretheren in the different men- 
of-war write encouragingly of the work 
of grace among them. From the Con- 
stellation on the African Squadron, 
Hartford on the China Squadron, and 
the St. Louis on the Home Squadron, 
we receive tidings of great joy. The 
Holy Ghost appears to be visiting 
them, and reviving his work among the 
bretheren, inducing them to expect 
great things. Some of our members, 
however, are suffering from the perse- 
cuting spirit of their officers. The 
First Lieutenant of one of the men-of- 
war on the Home Squadron—has de- 
prived the bretheren of the privilege 
which they have enjoyed for a year 
past of meeting for divine worship. 
They have now to meet without lights 
between two guns, and hence are de- 
prived of the privilege of reading the 
word of God. We need to pray for 
them—and ask God to remove the 
difficulty, or give them grace to make 
the best use of it. 

There are now fifteen of our men-of- 
war on which we know the evening 
Prayer Meeting is a permanent institu- 
tion, and on board of many more we 
have representatives who do not cease 
to pray, day and night, for the salva- 
tion of their seafaring friends. 

During the month I have sent papers 
and books to the following vessels of 
war; viz.—Constellation, Portsmouth, 
San Jacinto, Susquehanna, Iroquois, 
Mystic, Hartford, St. Louis, Brooklyn, 
Cumberland, and Vandalia, and also 
to many merchant vessels. I preached 
to the crew of the U.S. ship Vandalia 
three times, and to the Cumberland 
once. In the former vessel I am not 
without hope that some of the seed 
will spring up to the glory of God. 
Thirty of her crew, of their own accord, 
signed the pledge. My labors may be 
summed up as follows: 

Pastoral visits 12, to ships 19, offi- 
cial 82; sixty-three in all. I have at- 
tended forty-four meetings, preached 
thirteen sermons, delivered one ad- 
dress, and attended six funerals. The 
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visits to my office number three hun- 
dred and fifty-eight, of whom one huu- 
dred and fifty-two have signed the 
pledge with me—(including the Van- 
dalia’s crew.) I have received seven- 
ty letters and written seventy, and 
five articles for the press—one for 
the Sailor’s Magazine, two for the 
Philadelphia Presbyterian, one for the 
Messenger, and one for the Observer. 
T have given six Bibles, thirteen Tes- 
taments, and 195 volumes (including 
“Sea and Church”). I have bowed in 
prayer with thirty persons, four of 
whom were anxious inquirers, and 
seven of whom were hopefully convert- 
ed through the influence of this Church. 
Five conversions have been heard from 
through the influence of our members. 
T have baptized eight children, received 
into church membership fourteen, on 
a profession of faith, and one on proba- 
tion. ‘Three have been dismissed at 
their own request to the Evangelical 
Churches. 

I beg leave to suggest to the Board 
that we are in need of more reading 
matter to give to the men—and that 
the “Sailor’s Companion” is a good 
book for that purpose, all of which is 
respectfully submitted by 

Cuas. J. Jones, Pastor. 


The services of our Brother J. A. 
Smith, sum up as follows: He has 
made 431 visits, to ships 426, has 
brought 288 persons to the Prayer and 
Sabbath meetings, been 51 times to 
Brooklyn, and has prayed with 63 per- 
sons, and spoken for Christ in the fol- 
lowing languages, viz.—Italian, Span- 
ish, Portuguese, Hungarian, French, 
German, Polish, Russian, Greek Wal- 
lachian, and Turkish—eleyen in all. 

He seems very indefatigable in his 
labors, very willing, and very success- 
fal. He is not easily turned aside from 
his work. He has more than once this 
month been turned out of boarding- 
houses, but he still keeps on the even 
tenor of his way. 

-_____+-@ 


From the Observer. 


Sailor’s Closets. 
“( WHERE THER’S A WILL THERE'S A 
way.” 


A difficulty often arises before the 
lukewarm professor, respecting the fa- 
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cilities for private devotion, which ney- 
er presents itself to the earnest, intel- 
ligent, and faitful child of God, viz: 
“ Where shall I go for secret prayer ? 
[ am commanded to enter into my clo- 
set. But I have no closet. What shall 
Ido?” Itis needless to argue that 
facilities will be presented, if sought for. 
Because what logic does not introduce 
to the mind, logic can seldom expel. 
There are ten thousand avenues to the 
throne of grace, if we only possess the 
clue, which is a ready mind, a will sub- 
dued and brought into perfect acquies- 
cence with the will of Christ; with 
this the maze may be threaded, the 
problem solved, the difficulty removed. 
On this point let me illustrate by pre- 
senting a few facts which have come 
within the sphere ef my own observa- 
tion. They may serve tostimulate and 
to encourage others to make the cir- 
cumstances which they desire. For I 
believe that the man may make the 
circumstance as well as the circum- 
stance make the man. 


A Closet on the topsati-yard. 


A sailor in our morning prayer meet- 
ing the present week, said: There are 
three precious words in the New Testa- 
ment. It is full of good words. But 
these three are especially good, viz: 
“ God is love;’’? not God has love, but 
—<“ God 1s love.” Iwas along time 
before I found them out; but bless 
God, I know now what they mean. I 
have been a great sinner. Sailors have 
all said: Iam the greatest of sinners. 
Sol say. Iam orI was the greatest 
sinner alive. I felt so when God show- 
ed me to myself. I was at sea; chiet 
mate of aship; was a great blasphemer, 
cursed at everything and everybody. 
But the spirit of God got foul of me 
and showed me my sins. I was mise- 
rable. I looked into the Bible, but the 
more I read it the more it condemned 
me. Everything in it seemed against 
me. Soit continued for near two weeks, 
till one day I was sitting aft on the 
booby hatch, strapping a block.— 
I thought my heart would break. My 
hands were at work, but my soul was 
in agony. I wept scalding tears. I 
was afraid that I should become weary 
and discouraged, and begin to swear 
again. I felt that if I did, my religion 
would be all gone. I thought—it ap- 
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peared to be of no use; I cannot be 
pardoned. But I resolved to make just 
one more effort. I knew God was true. 
I threw down the block and strap, and 
started aloft for the main topsail-yard, 
and then I Jeaned over that yard and 
prayed: O Lord! if there is mercy for 
a poor sinner, let me haveit now, here 
on this topsail-yard, before I go down 
ondeck. Thou art able: O come now.” 
Just at that moment when I felt, “T 
can do nothing: O God help me!” then 
the answer came; then the light broke 
on my soul; then I knew that God is 
love. 


“O happy day ! 
‘When Jesus washed my sins away.” 


That was twenty-five years ago. I 
have never since lacked a closet in 
which to call upon my God. 


A closet in the knight-head 


A sailor who came to the experience 
meeting of the Mariners’ Church a few 
nights since, while telling what Christ 
had done for his soul, stated that his 
firm permanent religious impressions 
were the result of the christian faith- 
fulness of one of his shipmates, whom 
he surprised im his closet in comunion 
with God. | 

It happened, said he, after this wise. 
I was sent forward to take the look out, 
and as soon as I got on the top-gallant 
forecastle, I heard some one talking, 
but could see no one. I followed the 
sound, which lead me forward to the 
knight-heads, and on looking over into 


the head, I perceived a shipmate of 


mine engaged in prayer. He was too 
much interested in his devotions to 
heed my aproach. So I stood breath- 
less listening to his pleadings with God 
for his own soul, and for the souls of his 
shipmates. It was then I first felt, as I 
reflected on my own necessities, that I 
was a sinner, and that I ought to pray 
for myself. I began to pray from that 
hour to my Saviour, and he has pre- 
served me to this day. Oh, shipmates! 
do not say we cannot serve God at sea. 
We can find a closet anywhere.— 
“Where there’s a will, there’s a way.” 
Leaning over the breach of the gun. 

Another seaman, who was brought 
to ackowledge Christ on board the 
North Carolina in 1859, when speaking 
of his private devotions, said—“ TI can 


always find a place to pray, when I had 
a heart to pray. I can commune with 
God leaning over the breach of a gun, 
and hold communion with God, though 
fifty men were walking the deck at 
the same time.” 


A closet in the fore chains, 


Another, who is now almost the sole 
representative of Christ on board a 
man-of-war, said to the writer. “ When 
T want to commune with God alone, I 
am never at fault. I crawl out into the 
fore chains and there I worship him un- 
disturbed.” 


A closet at the horse’s head. 


A devotee of the Roman Church 
dropped into our forenoon prayer meet- 
ing, was impressed by the Spirit of God 
that he was asinner, andin a few days, 
being istructed in holy things by our 
pastor, gave his heart to Christ. He 
shortly afterwards engaged as coach- 
man in agentleman’s family, and at a 
subsequent meeting where these sub- 
jects came up, said; “ Why no one 
need want a closet to pray in, if he on- 


ly has it in his heart to pray. I can 
find a closet at the horse’s head.” 
O., day Si 


ee ead i ae 
A Sailor’s Letter. 

Crew and Passengers—A Praying Mate 
—The Methodist Preacher—The Bap- 
tist Preacher—A Converted Slave, his 
Text and Sermon, his Death and Funeral 
—The Prayer Meetings. 

The following letter of a sailor to his 
friend in this city was evidently not 
designed for publication, but i is so 
simple and life-like in its descriptions 
of scenes on ship-board where there 
are Sailors ready “to stand up for 


| Jesus,” and illustrates so clearly the 
| earnestness and diffusiveness of sailor 


piety at the present day, that we give 
the letter entire, and commend it to 
our readers, and such erews and all 
other sailors to their prayers. 
Momovia, Liberia, West Coast of Africa, 
Bark M——, 
My pear Brotuer—I take my pen 


| in hand to fulfill my promise, enabled 
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to do so through the loving-kindness of 
our Heavenly Father. Blessed be his 
name, whose tender care has brought 
us thus far; and who keeps this poor 
miserable sinner still encircled by His 
free grace, still striving on amid the 
obstacles inthe narrow path; and oh! 
how often since I last saw you, has this 
wretched heart tried to draw me from 
the ways of peace, but I thank Him, 
who enables me this day to say, that 
His grace is sufficient for me. 

Now I will give you a short outline 
of our passage here; the Lord indeed 
fayored us in winds and weather, ar- 
riving here in thirty-eight days. We 
had, as you know, some passengers in 
the cabin, two of the owners, with two 
clerks, and a Methodist minister, his 
wife and son; in the steerage, an old 
Baptist preacher and another colored 
man. 2)th April hauled out, and 
anchored near Jersey City ; had pray- 
er-meeting for the first time in the 
forecastle, the mate leading it; next 
day towed to sea, but the wind hauling 
ahead, turned back and anchored inside 
the Hook, where we remained until the 
23d, then hove up and put to sea. 
Sunday the 22nd, through the mate’s 
influence we had meeting in the fore- 
noon in the cabin, and all with the ex- 
ception of the cook and steward were, 
IL believe, present ; and from that time 
evening prayers were held in the cabin 
instead of our little forecastle. It was 
the Lord’s doings. That Sunday in 
the forenoon meeting we had an excel- 
lent sermon from the Baptist minister, 
a man indeed taught of God, and with 
the love of Christ within, but greatly 
borne down by old age and infirmi- 
ties. His text was, “Iam the vine, ye 
are the branches ;” he proved the noble 
calling of the children of God, shewing 
that all things are theirs; and describ- 
ed the lost condition of the ungodly. 
That evening along with prayer we 
had our first experience meeting. I 
felt a desire to stand up for Jesus, and 
did so, told a little of my experience 
and exhorted those who did not know 
the Saviour to embrace him. Dutchy, 
Gus and Joe spoke, and even Bill him~ 
self got up, described how the Holy 
Spirit had been striving with him so 
long, and that he was determined to 
keep on. We had a very good time, 
our leader, the Methodist minister re- 


SEAMEN’S FRIEND. 


149 


marking that he had crossed the sea 
often, but he had never seen such a 
sight, and expressed his desire, if the 
captain’s permission, to have us toge- 
ther often. I’m afraid this letter is 
going to berather too long for you,as I’m 
taking a little from my journal; but I’ll 
cut it short as possible. Looking over 
it, I see date, April 23rd, (the day we 
went to sea), “I’m in the Lord’s care, 
and His goodness has been manifested 
towards me this morning ; whilst going 
aleft to loose the foretop-gallant-sail, I 
happened to step on the foot-rope of 
the foretop-sail-yard, and slipped off 
my hands bringing me up; thus through 
the kindness of Providence [ am pre- 
served. 24th, I learnt a little about 
our old Baptist brother ; he was con- 
verted 42 years ago, whilst a slave 
in Georgia, and was baptised in the 
Savannah river; his old saying is, 
‘when I joined the ranks, I did not do 
it for any number of years, but for the 
whole war.’ He purchased his own 
and his wife’s freedom, and they to- 
gether bought their sons. Paul-like, 
he worked at his trade (a blacksmith) 
and supported himself, and likewise 
preached the gospel, not making charge 
to the church” 

You will be surprised to hear that 
this faithful old soldier of the cross, 1s 
no more on earth, his spirit left us te 
join the redeemed above. Ul turn to 
my journal, the 20th May, and I’ll give 
you anaccount of his death. 54 A. M.— 
“The mate tells me the old man is very 
bad. JI went into him shortly after- 
wards, he seemed to be drawing near 
his end, could not speak and appeared 
unconscious. His throat rattled with- 
in, as he drew his breath, which was » 
very heavy. I went to the doctor and 
teld him, he came, and feeling his pulse 
said he was dying; his eyes were fixed 
in his head, and his feet coolish. Iwas 
left by him, the death-rattle increased ; 
I whispered in hisear, “Is Jesus pre- 
cious now 2” to squeeze my hand to 
let me know, but I saw that he had no 
power to do so, I asked again, and to 
raise his hand if He was, watching him. 
He lifted his hand a few times in an- 
swer, I believe, to my question. About 
64 the rattle commenecd to fail, he 
drew himself together a little, as if the 
cold hand of death was grasping him, 
then he slowly and gradually departed. 
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It looked to me like falling into a sleep, 
so gentle were the last moments of this 
dear child of God. 8 o’clock, getting 
him ready for burial ; as I was sewing 
up this old soldier of the cross in his 
ocean shroud, my thoughts tried to 
soar where his happy spirit was, but 
my mind failed in trying to do so; for 
we know it hath not entered into the 
heart of man to conceive of the joy m 
store for the faithful. 9% o’clock, the 
Methodist minister performed funeral 
service in front of the cabin, and in 
singing the 522 hymn in the 8S. Hymn 
Book, “ Servant of God, well done.” 

I had to give way to tears, for now 
I felt I loved our departed brother. 
Bill Rowland also was overcome, for 
the old man often encouraged him on 
to seek God. He has left us, we miss 
him ; and poor indeed he was in this 
world’s goods; one dollar and a few 
cents was all his property in money 
left behind; but his treasure was laid 
up in heaven.” 

As regards Bill Rowland, for the 
first three weeks he went on his old 
road, building up and tearing down 
again; but about the middle of last 
month he commenced with more zeal. 
Tcopy a little about him. “ May 15th. 
He was very happy at the wheel this 
morning, and he felt he could, as he 
said, sing out glory. Surely God an- 
swers prayer in his behalf. I6th. He 
tells me he is so happy this evening ; 
he says he keeps Christ always before 
him, but he wants more love of Ged in 
his heart. 17th. Whilst engaged wri- 
ting my journal, one of our passengers 
eame forward, and Bill was walking 
the deck on the look-out. He says to 
him, “ Oh, if you only knew how happy 
Tam, and have been so for the last three 
days ; I never was so before in my hifo; 
I can see now as the blind mam said 
he could : and I feel Elove Christ with 
all my heart.” He had quite a chat 
with him on the “ one thing needful.” 
Yes, Bill is on the Lord’s side at last, 
and for those three days he rejoiced 
with gospel gladness: “joy unspeak- 
able and full of glory.” Now he ap- 
pears in more earnestness than any of 
us, and instead of our explaining any- 
thing to him, he does it to as. 

As for myself I have often tumbled 
and stuck in the mud, but the love of 
Jesus has pulled me up again; but oh, 
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; headway in grace. 
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notice; and how precious I find it is 
to have a fountain open at all times for 
sin and unclearmess; where a poor sin- 
ner can wash and be clean, for every 
moment I need an mterest in that blood 
that cleanseth from all sin. We have 
had many refreshing meetings on board 
here, our poor hearts warmed by Di- 
vine fire. JI wish if I could have the 
happy news of telling you our little 
force Zionward was increased. We 
have exhorted those out of Christ as 


> opportunity afforded; and the Lord 


hmnself has come down among us, tell- 
ing us: “ Be ye also ready ;” but hear- 
img, they hear not. Our Captain is a 
good, easy going old fellow ; | embrac- 
ed the opportunity of personally speak- 


} me to him, one evening I got him by 


himself forward. I asked him how he 
liked the meetings? He replied very 
well. continued in talk with him, he 


; excused himself by saying, he was too 


old to commence religion. I proved it 
otherwise. He told me too he prayed 
sometimes, and would rather hear a 
sailor pray a hundred times than curse 
once. I have often had a chat with the 
second mate, but he does not care to 
try the cross. The rest make some 


} excuse to put aside the way of life. 


Our prayers are ever for those who 
know not God; and dear brother I 
would be thankfut if you would present 
our vessel for prayer, not only at the 


» Old Slip, but at the Fulton Street 


prayer meetings, that God will pour 


; out His Spirit and convert souls on 


board here. We know He has only to 
speak the word, and stony hearts shal 
be turned imto flesh. We too who 
profess to know Him, all desire the 
fervent prayers of the children of God, 
especially myself, for I find I make no 
I often remember 
the Old Slip, and join in my poor 
prayers for the requests sent up there 
before the mercy seat. Tell brother 
Nick Chislair, if you see him, that 
Bill is treading on the narrow, also to 
brother Gardiner. Remember me to 
them. 

We anchored here the 3lst; found 
the barque J. W. Paige of and for New 
York, (by which vessel I send this), 
and a Liberian schooner of war. In 
the evening the mate (Mr. Knowles 
who is an earnest Christian), Dutchy 
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and [ went on board the bark, faking», self « 
with us a good stock of reading ; she 
had a very civil and interesting crew, 
both of officers and men; we hada 
good chat with them all; gave them a 
good supply of reading matter, which 
they gladly received. ‘The second mate 
was full of joy when I gave him a Ger- 
man Testament; he told me too that 
he prays. When leaving just imagine 
him distributing bananas amongst. US, 
and he shook my hand hear tily. Bill 
too was on the bark with us, speaking 
too for Jesus. I was interested greatly 
in conversing with a young colored 
man, a native of Santa Cruz, W.I. He 
was lying on his bunk with a headache, 
and listened attentively as I pointed to 
him the poor Sinner’s Friend. He 
promised me he would commence pray- 
ing. Last night I was on board there 
again; he told me he had prayed twice, 
but read a deal of the good reading, 
and was beginning to think something 
on these things. I exhorted him to 
commence in earnest prayer, and if he 
would I would not forget him in my 
poor petitions; he told me seriously 
he would. .I gave him my address in 
New York to let me know how he gets 
on. The bark leaves about the middle 
of next week. We leave here about 
the 8th, bound down towards Cape 
Palmas ; and this coast is altogether 
different from what I was told of it in 
New York, it being quite healthy here. 
Last Sunday I was detained on board 
here not being very well, having a sore 
headache. In the morning the mate 
and Dutchy went on board the little 
Liberian War-steamer, and it checred 
their hearts to see how readily and 
thankfully all received tracts. They 
found two religious sailors on board, 
one belonging to the Methodist, and 
and the other to the Baptist church. 
She has only one white man on board, 
the Lieutenant-Commander, the rest 
being colored. ‘There are many meet- 
ing houses here, and many of the chil- 
dren of light here too, I hear. It is as 
as far as I can see and understand, a 
_ fine country; the rainy season is on, 
though the rain does not fall in great 
excess, and the weather is cool and 
pleasant. I must now think of con- 
cluding, a8 no doubt this letter will 
tire your eyes. “Pray for me,” that 
I may be kept faithful, for I find my- 
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self “ Prone to wander.” I hope you 
are all well, my poor unworthy pray- 
ers do not. forget you, and now and 
then we look at. you, though in minia- 
ture. Remember me to all the dear 
brethern. Mr. Knowles and all here 
wish to be remembered to you. Re- 
member ine to Captains R. & W. 

Farewell for the present, with best 
wishes for your spiritual and temporal 
welfare, believe me, your affectionate 
brother in Christ, 


Bowens Dunscomse. 


> 


A Successful Voyage. 


LETTER 


A WHOLE CREW CONVERTED. 
FROM THE MATE. 


Dear Sir,—According to your re- 
quest I embrace the present opportu- 
nity of giving you a brief account of 
my late voyage to the Pacific. We 
started from New York for Callao in 
asmall bark, called Emma, the cap- 
tain, myself, and second mate, being 
professors of religion ; but the rest of 
the crew were without hope and with- 
out God in the world, slaves of the 
Evil One, and led about at his will. 
All advances made by us, who loved 
the Saviour, to awaken within them 
an interest for the welfare of their 
souls, proved ineffectual and became 
disheartening to us, as it led to mutin- 
ous conduct on their part in several 
instances; and we had at last to re- 
frain from urging them to shake off the 
bonds of sin and folly, and accept of 
the liberty wherewith Christ had made 
us free. 

Our carpenter, a Roman Catholic, 
who at the outset was too bigoted, to 
accept ofa tract, was at last the only 
one, to whom I could talk on the sub- 
ject of religion; and though he would 
often get offended, when I endeavored 
mildly to explain to him the errors of 
his religion, yet God granted me grace 
not to grow weary of well-doing, and 
at last crowned my feeble labors with 
-success. He renounced the errors of 
| Popery and embraced the religion of 
Jesus, and found peace in believing. 

Like all true believers, no sooner 
had his soul been converted but he 
wished that others also might taste 
that joy that filled his soul with 
rapture, such as the world can neither 
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give nor take away. But this sub- 
jected him to much persecution and 
abuse from the crew, especially one, 
whose name was Jack, who also was a 
Roman Catholic, and who formerly 
was a great friend to the carpenter. 
He could by no means be reconciled to 
the idea that any one should turn 
from the only and easy-saving faith, 
which he professed, and would at all 
possible opportunities, upbraid him as 
a mean, sneaking turncoat, who had 
only changed his religion because he 
wished to be on gocd terms with the 
captain and officers. 

Thus stood matters when we arrived 
at Callao. On the first Sunday in port 
I went forward and invited the men to 
join with me in the worship of God. 
But one replied that if he wished to 
hear a sermon he would go to-church ; 
another said, if I would give him five 
dollars and let bim go on shore it 
would do him more good than all I 
could tell him about religion: and not 
one would be persuaded to join in our 
service. 

A few days after our arrival the 
carpenter Ieft our vessel and went to 
build a house for our owners at Lima. 
He took a large supply of Bibles and 
Testaments, and tracts, with him for 
distribution among the natives. 

When the cargo had been discharged 
the whole crew got liberty to go on 
shore for a day, ou which occasion all 
of them got rather tipsy, but especial- 
ly Jack, who had yet not omitted to 


attend mass when he got onshore, but” 


afterwards got so beastly drunk that 
he had to be hoisted on board. 

Next day he was sick. [ went to 
see him and gaye him some medicine. 
On leaving him I made the following 
remark: “ Jack! this is but the Devils 
advance, but your full wages, except you 
turn, you shall veceive in hell.” ; 

These few words were blessed by 
God, and made him reflect ; when he 
recovered he became an anxious en- 
quirer. T explained to him the religion 
of Jesus, and prayed with him, when 
he would be bathed in tears, and 
though for many days he could see 
nothing but hell before him, at last he 
could lay hold on the cross, and found 
peace in believing. Surely God’s 
ways are not our ways, for he was the 
last one whom I would have expected 
to flee from the wrath to come. 
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We left Callao for a place called 
Lambayeque, where we lay, taking in 
sugar for six weeks. The Captain here 
lived on shore, and I commenced to 


; hold meetings ; and now had the plea- 


sure of seeing them all attended. God 
blessed and.owned my efforts, and be- 
fore we left port all professed to have 
experienced a change of heart. 0, 
how delightful it was! Instead of 
curses and oaths, hymns would be 
heard on deck and from aloft, while 
the men move about their work, and 
our vessel was truly a floating Bethel. 
Every Saturday afternoon I used to 
take our boat and give to each vessel 
in port asmall bundle of tracts. 

We left Lambayeque for Valparaiso. 
Our Captain, on hearing the glad news 
of the crews’ conversion, rejoiced great- 
ly ; and the meetings were continued 
in the cabin every night. Having de- 
livered our cargo in Valparaiso, all of 
us, Captain and sailors, left the vessel 
and were scattered in different direc- 
tions, but I am happy to say that I 
have since heard of some of them that 
they were engaged in the work of 
saving their shipmates from everlasting 
ruin. 

While I was at Valparaiso, having 
nothing to do, I borrowed a carpet-bag 
from the Rey. Mr. Trumbull, received 
tracts and Bibles and Testaments from 
him, and wandered about from house 
to house, and store to store, distribut- 
ing tracts and selling Bibles. God 
helped me, and I distributed all the 
tracts that I could get hold of, and 
sold upwards of thirty Bibles and Tes- 
taments. The story of my homeward 
voyage you have already received. 
Praying that God may soon convert 
the abundance of the sea, and make 
seamen living epistles, known and read 
of all men, bearing the tidings of salva- 
tion from the river to the ends of the 
earth. I remain yours truly, 


Rozsert Moser. 


—+—_+@ 


Morat Covrace. You are a coward 
when you insult the weak. You are 
a coward if afraid to do right! if you 
shrink from defending your opinion 
from maintaining that which you know 
to be just and good; and you are es- 
pecially a coward if you know certain 
things of yourself and dare not own 
them to yourself.—Hain Friswell. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


The letters received from our Chap- 
lains abroad since our last issue have 
been few. in number, and not of very 
marked interest. 


Caliae and the Chincha Islands, 
Peru. 


Rey. N. H. Ginzert. 
From this newly-appointed Chaplain 
letters have been received which were 


written at Panama, on his way to his ) 


field of labor, under date Noy. 23rd.— 
He reached Aspinwall on the 20th. 
He and his companion suffered some- 
what from sea-sickness but were well 
on shore, and seemed happy in view of 
the work before them. Among other 
things he says ;—“ To-day I went into 
a little private school taught by an old 
negress. One of the children was read- 
ing ina New Testament. This led me 
to inquire as to the prevalence of this 
practice and its origin. 

I was told by a Spaniard that a Pro- 
testant minister, who once resided 
there, induced some of the people to 
read the Bible: now Bibles are sold in 
the City, and many people read them. 

At first (he said) the priests opposed 
it: now they allow it although they 
do not approve it. He added, that in 
the interior they were more intole- 
rant, but. that the influence of Com- 
merce made the difference favorable to 
Panama.” 

It will not surprise us to learn that 
the Protestant minister referred to was 
the Rey. J. Rowell, formerly our Chap- 
lain at Panama and Aspinwall, but 
now of San Francisco. 

At all events, here is another fact il- 
lustrating the liberalizing influence of 
Commerce,—showing how it opens the 
way for the Gospel. 

So may it prove in Callao, and at 
Valparaiso, and at other ports in the 
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dominions of Popery where Commerce 
and Christianity have induced and en- 
abled us to locate our Chaplains. 


Under date of October 29, Rey. J. 
A, Swaney writes from Callao: “I 


have secured the virtual grant from 
the authorities to anchor a hulk at the 
Chinchas. I wait to have it a little 
better understood that every obstacle 
may be removed out of the way. We 
are indebted to the British Minister 
for this. Mr. Clay, at the last, could 
do nothing. He has his passports and 
is expected to leave soon. 

Yesterday 44 were at the chapel and 
12 at the Sunday School. The Sunday 
before 53 at chapel, and 18 at Sunday 
School. ' 

On Sabbath October 21, 1860, the 
foreign residents in Callao organized 
under the name of the “ Union Chris- 
tian Association.” I had proposed the 
organization of a church similar to:the 
New York Port Society, but they ob- 
jected to the plan and adopted one 
which they considered as less stringent. 

Its main features are that they take 
the Bible for a guide in matters of faith 
and practice, and that Baptism and the 
Lord’s Supper are to be observed. The 
following persons gave their names on 
the Sabbath of organization, viz. : Geo. 
Petrie, John Hern, W. B. Colville, 
Mary E. Colville, Sarah A. Swaney, 
W. ‘Ehlers, R. Beaumont. ~ Others 
have united since, and the number is 
now 36. 

<0 ¢ <> 


Porsgrund, Norway. 
Rey. F. L. Rymxer, Chaplain. 


Under date Noy. Ist. Mr. Rymker 
reports : 

“ From July 1st. to November Ist., 
by the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
I have been able to travel 454 miles, 
sold one book, distributed 5,750 pages 
of tracts, preached 53 times, led in 28 
prayer-meetings, baptized 3 persons, 
visited 109 seamens’ families, or ships, 
and 21k others, found 39 without a 
Bible, distributed 51 Bibles and 49 
Testaments, for which I have received 
(on account of your shipment), $20 07. 

I am just arrived, a few days, from 
Sweden. I visited Gottenburg, and 
the First Baptist Church in Sweden, 
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in the country north of Gottenburg, 
where I visited eleven years since. 
During a month there I preached four- 


teen times, mostly in Gottenburg, sold | 


50 of your small Bibles and about 30 
Testaments, distributed 2,500 pages of 
tracts, visited 130 families, and travel- 
led nearly 100 miles. Gottenburg has 
about 30,000 inhabitants : 200 or 300 
ships in the harbor,—some of all na- 
tions. This is the largest commercial 
city in Scandinavia. The city owns 
135 ships over such as measure 20 tons. 
In the whole of Sweden are more than 
1,700 ships, with a tonnage of about 
250,000 tons. I am tempted to desire 
to live in Gottenburg and labor among 
the 30,000 inhabitants, and the 5 000 
seamen that visit this port annually, 
for, so far as I know, there is no special 
eolporteur there, or in the province 
ten miles around. How much light 
soever there may be in other parts of 
Sweden, surely it is dark here. 

On my way home from Gottenburg 
I baptized three men, heads of families, 
of ages between 30 and 40, at Laurvig. 
There was one other brother there be- 
fore. 1 intend soon to remove with 
my family to Laurvig, and labor there 
this winter at least. Iam now acknow- 
ledged a minister of the Baptist Church 
by the magistrates, and have full liber- 
ty as such in this country. 

——=?> 0<——___ 


Letter from Rey. Hi. V. Rankin, 


MISSIONARY OF THE THE BOARD OF 
MISSIONS OF THE PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES. 

Bethel at Ningpo, China. 
The readers of the Swilor’s Magazine 
will be gratified to know that another 

Bethel has been added to the list 

already reported from foreign lands. 

Since the first arrival of missionaries 

at this port, fifteen years ago, regular 

English services have been kept up in 

the Presbyterian chapel, and the for- 

eign community have usually been 
present. Yet we have found this means 
of grace, from one cause or another, has 
not met the wants of seafaring men, 
and of others who resort here. Some 
find the chapel and the hour of wor- 
ship (nine o’clock, a.m.) inconvenient, 
or they dislike the restraints of reli- 
gion, while not a few are wretched 
vagabonds who consort with the low- 
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est of the Chinese, and are guilty of 
atrocious crimes. For a good while 
we have been desirous to do something 
for the spiritual benefit of these differ- 
ent classes, and the importance of it 
has increased with the increase of the 
foreign shipping. Last year two hun- 
dred foreign vessels were reported at 
the English Consulate, nor did this 
number complete the list. 

Throughout the whole world, Chris- 
tians, especially missionaries, will ever 
remember the week of prayer last 
January, in accordance with the invita- 
tion from our brethren in Sodiana. 
The influence of it has already been 
felt very widely, and its final results 
are beyond human calculation. One of 
the days in that week of solemnities 
here was appropriated to the general 
subject of “Foreigners in Heathen 
lands,’ and this special matter came 
prominently before us. Our hearts 
were stirred within us, and, in imme- 
diate connection therewith, and as if 
in direct answer to prayer, the gratuit- 
ous offer was made to the missionaries, 
by one of the merchants here, of a con- 
venient vessel for Bethel purposes. It 
is an interesting circumstance that the 
vessel thus kindly offered is the “Fly- 
ing Fish,” of the U. S. Exploring Ex- 
pedition, which during the eventful 
researches under Com. Wilkes, sailed 
it is said, into higher latitudes than 
any vessel afloat. I think she was 
afterwards sold by Government autho- 
rity at Singapore, and her name was 
changed by the purchaser. Now, after 
many years of mercantile service, she 
is moored in the Ningpo river as a 
Floating chapel for seamen. She was 
first thoroughly overhauled, and a 
commodious house built upon the hull. 
The total expenses of about $600 have 
been readily subscribed here, and a 
good working sum has been left in the 
treasury. Missionaries, and merchants, 
and sailors here in one way or another 
rendered willing assistance, for the 
good hand of God has been with us. 
The interior fittings and arrangement 
are as satisfactory as I have ever seen 
in a Floating Bethel, and all seem to 
be pleased with what has been done. 
We still need a bell, which, however, 
will probably be sent from the United 
States, as well as some Bibles, tracts, 
and hymn-books, The services will be 
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conducted in turn by missionaries ot aes, 
the three denominations represented 
here—Presbyterian, Church of Eng- 
land, and Baptist—and we are all hope- 
ful as to the result. 


On Saturday, the 28th of July, the 
missionary body assembled at the 
Bethei and dedicated it with prayer 
and supplication. On the day follow- 
ing the foreign community generally 
were present, together with a good 
proportion of the seamen in the port, 
and an opening sermon was preached. 
Last Sabbath the attendance of the 
sailors was also good; and we fondly 
hope that this enterprize, begun as it 
was by prayer, and attended as it has 
been by many favoring providences, 
will long continue to be a blessing to 
those for whom it was prepared. I 
enclose a report of the committee, 
which was accepted by the missionary 
body. 

H. V. Rankin. 


Ningpo, Aug. 9th, 1860. 
—_2> e>__ 


French Steel-Plated Ships. 
The following letter from Toulon 
appears in the Moniteur de la Hlotte ; 


“The event of the day in this port 
is the trial-making of La Gloire. This 
steel-plated vessel begins its experi- 
ments at sea. They will be directed 
by M. Dupuy de Loine himself, the 
author of the plan of the ship. Nobo- 
dy doubts that the result will be per- 
fectly satisfactory, and henceforth we 
may consider as resolved the problem 
of steel-plated (cuirasses) vessels, capa- 
ble at once of resisting the effects of 
artillery, and of navigating like any 
other sea-going ship. I will not dwell 
upon the immense step thus taken in 
the art of nayal construction, or on the 
change it must bring about in tactics. 
When the results of the trials of the 
Gloire are definitely known, there will, 
doubtless, be undertaken the construc- 
tion, upon the same principles, of seve- 
ral vessels of large dimensions ; for, 
with the exception of the Invincible, 
which will be on the same model as the 
Gloire, there are neither ships of the 
line nor frigates on the stocks at 'Tou- 
lon.” 
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Marine Disasters. 
From the Courier and Enquirer, 


The following table represents the 
Marine losses for the month of Novem- 
ber 1860, to which we add a compara- 
tive view of the losses for each month 
ct 1859 and 1860. The aggregate 
losses of eleven months this year, were 
ten millions less than in the corres- 
ponding months of 1859. In Novem- 
ber 1859, the marine losses amounted 
to the enormous sum of eight and a 
half millions of dollars ; while for the 
month of November 1860, they were 
less than forty per cent. of this sum. 
The heaviest losses in the past month 
was the ship John M. Wood, from New 
Orleans, for Liverpool ; destroyed at 
New Orleans by fire; loss $160,000. 
Next the ship China, also destroyed by 
fire, both loaded with cotton. Of 
steamers, the heaviest loss was the 
Edinburgh, iron steamer, loss $270,000. 
Two other iron steamers were lost ; 
the New York steam ship Granada, 
and the Ohio river steamer Pacific. 
The large losses by iron steamers alone, 
point to the necessity of some rigid 
examination into the comparative 
merits of iron and wood for sea vessels. 

Losses 1n NovemsBer, 1860. 


Vessel & Freight. Cargoes. Total. 
18 Steamers. $836,500 $613,000 $1,449,500 
23 Ships... 536,000 525,000 ~—‘1,061,000 
23 Barks.--- 190,500 —-187,500 378,000 
14 Brigs -.-- 50,500 27,900 78,400 
44 ae ecnee 186,600 63,500 250,100 
122 Total....$1,800,100 $1,416,900 $3,217,009 


RECAPITULATION OF LOSSES SINCE JAN. 1859. 


Vessel & Freight. Cargoes, Total. 
January.--- $1,362,700 $1,419,400 $2,782,100 
February .- 1,230,600 1,246,700 2, 417, "300 
March .-..- 699,400 1,159,000 ‘1,858,400 
Senet ash 642,400 599 560 1,241,960 
May -. 1,165,300 1,393,900 2,559,200 
June... 1,413,400 1,042,500 2,455,900 
July ... 1,975,100 2,252,600 4,227,700 
August .... 2,170,150 1,044,150 3,214,300 
September. 1,023,400 1,242,900 2,266,300 
October -.. 1,791,700 2,059,600 3,851,300 
November - 3,203,100 5,368,160 8,571,260 
December. 1,223,900 749,950 1,973,850 

Total 1859.. $17,901,150 $19,578,420 $37,479,570 
January 1860 $1, 223, 900 $749,950 $1,973,850 
February .. 1,298, 000 1, 114,000 2,409,000 
March ....- 1,587,450 1, 894,500 3,431,950 
Aprilieeeees 783,100 =, ‘480, 700 892, "263; 800 
Mavi oceans 946,300 1.243.500 2,189, 300 
June ..20-- 613,300 859,000 1, 472 300 
July sees 749,200  1,662000 2,411,200 
August-.... 493,900 462,400 "956,300 
September. 976,600 959,600 1,936,‘ 00 
October.... 1,759,000 1,013,000 2,772,000 
November. 1,800,100 1,416,900 3,217,000 
Total 11 mos. 

1860s2es ee 12,167,850 12,905,550 25,073,408 
11 mos. 1859, 16,677,250 19,828,470 35,505,72w 
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Tue Storm on THE Lakes.—In the 
storm on Saturday the 24th, upwards 
of forty vessels were wrecked on Lakes 
Erie and Ontario. The loss on Huren 
and other Jakes were also great. The 
Detroit Free Press sums up the loss of 
life, as follows: 

“We can now begin to form some 
estimate of the number of lives that 
have been lost by this terrific gale, 
though this estimate must necessarily 
be imperfect. Where the crews of 
vessels have been lost, we estimate the 
number at eight for a crew, which will 
rather fall below than exceed the true 
number. The following are those who 
are lost, so far as known: 

Propeller Decotah ...........24 

Propeller Jersey City........17 

Propeller Cuyahoga.......... 1 

Brig FOB. ‘Gardner sec. Y2.%). 

Schooner Marco Polo ........ 8 

Schooner Wm. Maxwell...... 7 

Schooner Tornado ........... 8 

Schooner Omar Pasha........ 1 
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To this list it may be necessary 
hereafter to add others, and among 
them the crew and passengers of the 
steamer Ploughboy. 


—_—< 0 >—___-- 


Wortp’s Dest To THE SaILoR.— 
But for the sailor the breaking light of 
Christianity might have lingered for 
centuries on the eastern shores of the 
Mediterranean; and, never, perhaps, 
have reached the magnificent throne of 
the Ceesars, till that throne had crum- 
bled under the iron heel of the Vandal. 
And now, who but the sailor carries 
the missionary to his field of labor, and 
the Bible to the hearth of the pagan— 

that blessed Book whose holy light is 
kindling along the icy cliffs of Green- 
land, throwing its radiance over the 
benightced bosom of ‘Africa, and pouring 
the splendors of a fresh morn along the 
darkened banks of the Ganges.— 
Colson. 


92 << ____——_ 


Receipts for November 1860. 


New Iampsuiee. 
Dover, Belknap Ch. 16 06 
Newport, Cong. Ch. 10 46 
, Methodist Epis, Oh. 7 54 
Rindge, J. B, Bread, 5 00 
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VERMONT 
Castleton, Cong. Ch. const. Rev N P. 
and Mrs. Mary A. Z. Gilbert, L. M.s, 
West Townsend, Cong. Ch. 4 34 


Rey. 8. 8. Arnold, j 10 00 
White River Junction, A thank offering 
for mercies in the midst of great sor- 
rows 5 00 
MASSACHUSETTS. 
Ashland, D. Rockwood, 2 0¢ 
Boston, Roxbury, 5 00 


Fitchburg, C. C. Church, const. Chas. 


Low, and Susan Keyes, L. M’s 50 00 
Georgetown, Ladies’ Benev. Society, 
Ship’s Library 10 00 


Groton, Union Ch. [add.] 1 00 
South Baptist Ch. 


Hadley, Russell Gen. Benev, Soc. 1l 74 
Haverhill, North Coug. Ch, $40 for Sea- 

men’s Library 63 24 
Middleboro, Cong. Ch. 35 17 
Newburyport, Female Beth Soc. const. 

Mrs. Hervey Kimball, L. M., 20 00 
Ladies’ Bethel Society for Books, 10 00 
Southboro, Mrs. E. Moore, const. Thos. 

H and Eliza P. Moore, L. M.’s 40 00 


Springfield, Little Girl, 1 00 


Salem, South Cong. Ch, 14 21 
Tewksbury, Cong. Ch. 38 00 
Winchendon, Cong. Ch. 55 45 
Waltham, Cong, Ch, 18 21 
CONNECTICUT. : 

Bridgeport, First Cong. Ch. $20 from 

Miss Ann B. Worden, const. Master 

Frank J. Naramore, L, M. 70 06 
Clinton, Cong. Ch. 15 00 
Colchester, Cong. Ladies’ Sewing Soc. 10 00 
Danbury, First Cong. Ch. 54 58 
East Windsor Hill, Cong. Ch. $10 from ; 

Miss M. L Lawrence, self L. M., 28 37 
Litchfield, Friend 20 00 
Middlebury, Cong. Ch. 6 00 
Ridgefield, Meth. Epis. Ch. 9 75 


Stonington, Second Cong. Ch. {in part] 4 50 


Southport, Capt. E. Sherwood, 5 00 
South Norwalk, Cong. Ch, const. Ho- 

race Taylor, L. M. 20 00 
Woodbury, Sunday School First Cong. 

Church, 6 00 

New York. 

Coxsackie, Second Ref. Dutch Ch. 17 69 
Brooklyn, Second Pres. Ch., $20 from 

J. H. Prentice, const. Ezra Prentice, 

L. M., $20from A. Trask, self L M., 142 79 


Mrs. Punderson, for Shipwrecked 
Sailors. 5 00 


East Ref. Dutch Ch. 21 68 
Flatbush, Ref. Dutch Ch. 34 60 
Miller’s Place, Mount Sinai Cong. Ch. 16 CO 
New York City, Mercer Street Pres. 
Church, $20 from R. H. McCurdy, 
const. Richard A, McCurdy, L, M., 
$31 unpaid, 409 85 
Rev. Dr De Witt, const. his son Theo- 
dore F., L. M., 20 00 
Passengers of Steamer Adriatic, Voy- 
age No. 6, 17 62 
New Jersey. 
Elizabeth, Joseph W. Lum, 2 00 
Newark, A Friend, 1 00 
PENNSYLVANIA, 
Philadelphia, Miss J. H. Faries, 1 00 
Tenn, Sea. Friend Society, 200 00 


DistrioT oF CoLuMBIA. 
:.. Washington, Com, C.K. Stribling,U.S.N. 20 00 
ILLINOIS. 


Chicago, Mrs. Geo. Bowen, 2 00 
Mrs, F. W. Fisk, 2 00 
$1,664 40 
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Merry Christmas! 
Year | 

God bless you all, dear children ! 

Our hearts are full of good wishes 
for you all the year through :—Merry 
Christmas for the ending —- Happy 
New Year for the beginning! Above 
all may God bless all your days! May 
his favor shine on you every morning; 
and his loving kindness encompass you 
every night ! 

What is the secret of the “merry 
heart,” that “hath a continual feast,” 
and that “ doeth good like a medicine?” 

Is it in fine clothing? No; this often 
"covers a heavy heart. Is it in feasting? 
No; “ Better is a dinner of herbs where 
love is, than a stalled ox and hatred 
therewith.” Is it in music, dancing, 
laughter and gaiety ? No, these cannot 
satisfy the heart; neithercan riches, nor 
splendors, offices nor honors. Thousands 
have all these who do not enjoy them. 
Neither friends nor books, nor health, 
nor anything else which belongs to 
earth can, of themselves, make a happy 
soul. Good they may be in themselves, 
but not good to us if we have not some- 
thing more. 

What is it that something? Even 


Happy New- 


that we haye asked for you. God’s 
favor is life. His loving-kindness is 
better than life. Thig satisfies the 
heart. 


“In him my vast desires are filled, 

And all my powers rejoice.” 

Yes, a soul rejoicing in God’s love 
has a continual feast. He drinks from 
an ever flowing fountain. 

Do you desire this blessing ?- May a 
sinful child possess it? Yes, but only 
on one condition. What is it? “ Re- 
pentance towards “Godand Faith in our 
Lord Jesus Christ.”? These are the fruits 
of the Holy Spirit, who is given in 
answer to prayer. Young friends, God 
bless you with His Spirit! 

ONE THING MORE. 

A truly happy heart is a doving heart. 
“Gop Is Love;” and God is infinitely 
happy. ‘ God is good, and doeth good, 
and his loving-kindness is over all His 
works.” God desires our happiness 
and the happiness of all. “ And this 
commandment have we from Him, that 
he that loveth God love his brother 
also. He that loveth not his brother 
whom he hath seen, how can he love 
God whom he hath not seen ?” 

Try, then, to make others happy. 
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Now we shall be glad to help you. 
We will introduce you to the sons of 
the Sea, who greatly need your help. 
They are noble, generous men. Their 
hardships and sufferings are very great. 

One thing they need is good books. 
What a pleasant thing to you, of along 
winter night, is a good book! How 
great a blessing to a Ship’s crew, on a 
long voyage, is a good Library. Young 
friends of the Sabbath School! SHaLy 


THEY HAVE IT 2? 
————— oe 


A dark Cloud. 

Since the last Life Boat was launch- 
ed a dark cloud,’ rising in the South, 
has overshadowed the land. It fore- 
bodes a terrible storm. Men’s faces 
gather blackness under it. Muttering 
thunders stun our ears, and glaring 
lightnings pain our eyes. Who can tell 
how soon a fiery bolt may strike and 
shatter the dome of the National Capi- 
tol, and scatter the fragments of the 
Union ! 

Can it be? Is it nota horrid dream? 
The Unirep Srares or AMERICA no 
more! How dreadful the thought ! 

Some are now living who helped to 
form this happy Union. Shall they 
witness its dissolution? The Golden 
Wedding of the States so recently cel- 
ebrated, and now a divorce threatened ! 

Our young friends can hardly realize 
how momentous the crisis we are pass- 
ing through. ‘This new year is likely 
to be one of the most important in 
the history of nations, 

God alone can save us. He stilleth 
the tumult of the people. To him let 
us look up. Spare Thy people O Lor], 
and give not Thy heritage to reproach ! 
So will we give thanks unto Thee and 
bless Thy name ! 


— ae 0 -—_ 
Perhaps the following may be sea- 
sonable :—Ep. 


* Blue Sky Somewhere.*’ 
Children are eloquent teachers. 
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Many a lesson which has done our 
heart good have we learned from their 
lisping lips. It was but the other day 
another took root in memory. We 
were going to a pic-nic, and, of course, 
the little ones were in ecstacies for 
several days. But the appointed morn- 
ing broke with no glad sunshine, no 
songs of birds, no peals of mirth. There 
was every prospect of rain—even hope 
hid her face and wept. 

“ Shan’t we go, mother ?” exclaimed 
a child of five, with passionate empha- 
sis. : 
“Tf it clears off.” 

“ But when will it clear off?” , 
“O, look out for the blue-sky.” 

And so he did, poor little fellow; 
but never a bit of blue sky gladdened 
his eyes. 

“ Well, I don’t care, mother,” said 
he, when the tedious day had at length 
numbered all its hours, “if I haven’t 
seen it, I know there is a bluesy some- 
where.” 

The next morning there was a blue 
sky, a whole heaven full of it—clear, 
glorious blue sky, such as only grects 
us after a weary storm. 

“There, mother, dida’t I tell you 
so? cried a joyous voice; “ there is 
blue sky !” Then the little head drop- 
ped for a moment in silent thought. 

“ Mother!’ exclaimed the child, 
when he again looked up, ‘there mus: 
have been blue sky all day yesterday, 
though I never saw abit. of it; cos you 
see, there ain’t no place where it could 
have gone to—God only covered it up 
with clouds, didn’t he ?” 


: 


Letters from Sailors 


TO CAPT. BARTLETT, SAILOR’S MISSION- 
ARY AT BOSTON, FORWARDED BY REV. 
S. W. HANKS, SECRETARY OF THE 
AMERICAN AND BOSTON S&S. F. SOCIETY. 


For many years a wanderer on the 
ocean and in foreign lands recreant to 


_ May duty both to God and man, I pass 


from one degree of sin and wickedness 
to another, until I reach that state 
where it seems impossible to sink 
lower. It was at this time, while in 
a foreign port, when every hope and 
anticipation in regard to this world 
was blasted, disgusted alike at its plea- 
sures and vices, when life had become 
a burden, that God in his mercy 
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brought me to the notice of one of his 
children, who had but a short time be- 
fore learned to love and obey him. 
Through his influence I obtained a 
passage to this port in the same vessel 
in which he was a passenger. It was 
on this voyage home, through the in- 
strumentality of this dear friend, that 
I was led to think on my ways: and 
as I thought of the early instructions 
of a pious parent, and of all the prayers 
she had offered for me, and of God’s 
goodness in preserving me through all 
these years of wanderings, in dangers 
seen and unseen, and of my great sin- 
fulness, sinning against God for so 
Imany years, with all the knowledge 
that I had received, I trembled. It 
seemed a mockery. I read the Bible, 
but its precious promises appeared not 
to be for me. On board of the vessel 
there was a library, such as kind friends 
place there, through you, for the bene- 
fit of the sons of the ocean. Book 
after book was placed in my hands, 
but all seemed dark and drear, no ray 
of hope shone for me until I read the 
book entitled, “ Christ our Saviour ;” 
then light began to look in on my 
darkened understanding: then the 
way to Jesus appeared plain before 
me, and I was enabled to go to him. 
In his mercy he received me, and I be- 
lieve has washed me from my sin; for 
from that hour I have enjoyed so much 
peace and happiness—such peace as the 
worldling knows not of. And as Inow 
look back upon the many devious and 
crooked paths through which God has 
allowed me to walk. Oh! how plain 
his providence appears in it all. Once 
I had position and friends ; these were 
taken from me; those that were near 
and dear to me looked coldly upon me ; 
homeless and friendless I wandered. 
But now I bless my dear Saviour that 
J have found in him “a friend that 
sticketh closer than a brother,” and 
through his mercy I have a home 
above, “a house not made with hands 
eternal in the heavens.” 
my brother seamen I would say, Stop 
and think. Think of your days of 
youth and innocence, when you knelt 
beside a dear mother who first 
taught you to lift your voice in prayer 
to God, and who has neyer ceased to 
pray for you. Think of God’s mercy 
in preserving you thus far through 
your lives ; and from this hour resolve 


And now to . 
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that, with his help, you will give your 
hearts to him. Say not, “Iam too 
great a sinner.” Think of my case. 
The atoning blood of Christ is sufficient 
for all. And to these dear friends of 
the sailors let me say, “ Go on in this 
good work.” The libraries that you 
devote to be placed on board of vessels 
are doing a great deal of good: the 
efforts that you are making are being 
blessed. And although you may not 
see the results here, when we all stand 
at the Judgment bar, many will say, 
“ It was through your benevolence, 
and your kind words of warning, that 
I was led to think on my ways and to 
take heed thereto.” I haye been in- 
duced to write you these few lines in 
hopes that you might be able to use 
them in your extensive field of useful- 
ness, trusting that with God’s blessing 
they might be instrumental in bring- 
ing some dear brother to a realizing 
sense of his condition. 


Your Young Brother in Christ, 


A. H.M. 
Library No. 65. 


I arrived here a few days ago, and 
you will rejoice when I tell you that 
my soul still rejoices in God my Sa- 
viour. I had an opportunity of stand- 
ing up for Jesus in that little craft, and 
I trust the bread cast upon the waters 
may be seen after many days. We 
had a very hard crew, but by Grace 
Divine, 1 was enabled to bear the 
cruise anddo my duty. Remember that 
Paul may plant and Apollos water, but 
it is God alone can give the increase 
I know you will rejoice when I give 
you the following facts: When I first 
went on board my heart was pained 
with the blasphemy of the men assem- 
bled at card-playing, wrangling and 
taking the name of Jesus in vain. I 
could not stand it, and I warned them 
of their danger, as sinners against God: 
and unless they would try and desist 
from such awful blasphemy I would 
take my meals out on the deck, as I 
could not stand and hear the name I 
love any longer spoken evil of, the 
calmed down a little: and whenI told 
them “I had a good library of books 
they might have to read, which would 
be a comfort to them, but to bring 
them on board while cards were on 
the same table, I could not do it, I 
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respected my library too much,” they 
all, with one voice, agreed to exchange 
the cards for the books, and.soon I had 
the pleasure of seeing the mate and 
crew with a good book reading away. 
Swearing soon ceased, in a great mea- 
sure. I bless God for the library, and 
I pray daily for the lovers of Jesus 
who take such an interest in my poor 
brethren of the ocean, that Heaven’s 
richest blessings may be theirs. I am 
trying to tell wherever I go the kind 
dealings of God with my soul. When 
I enlisted in this glorious war I knew 
that in it there is no discharge, but my 
hopes.are glorious of soon grounding 
my arms at Jesus’ feet, there to sing 
forever the praises of Him who loved 
us, and gave himself for us. When I 
look at my own unworthiness I might 
hide myself in the dust ; but I present 
the spotless righteousness of Christ at 
the mercy-seat, and in that I rejoice, 
yea, and will rejoice. 
Your Brother in Christ, 
BEG. 
Library No. 122. 
—__—> o> 
“f am Little Jack.” 


The following account is given by the 
Rey. Leigh Richmond, as having been 
related: by a minister in a meeting of 
the British and Foreign Bible Society: 

“ A drunkard was one day stagger- 
ing in drink on the brink of the sea. 
His little son by him, three years of 
’ aze, being very hungry, solicited him 
for something to eat. The miserable 
father, conscious of his poverty, and of 
the criminal cause of it, in a kind of 
rage, occasioned by his intemperance 
and despair, hurled the little innocent 
into the sea, and made off with him- 
self. The poor little sufferer, finding 
a plank floating by his side on the 
water, clung to it. The wind soon 
wafted him and the plank into the sea. 
A British man-of-war passing by dis- 
covered the plank and child; a sailor, 
at the risk of his own life, plunged into 
the sea, and brought him on board. 
He could inform them little more than 
that his name was Jack. They gave 
him the name of poor Jack. He grew 
up on board that. man-of-war, behaved 
well, and gained the love ofall the offi- 
cers and men. He became an officer 
of the sick and wounded department. 
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During an action in the late war, an 
aged man came under his care nearly 
in a dying state, He was all attention 
to the dying stranger, but could not 
save his life. 

“The aged stranger was dying, and 
thus addressed this kind young ofticer: 
‘For the great attention you have 
shown me, I give you this only trea- 
sure that I am possessed of, (present- 
ing him with a Bible bearing the stamp 
of the British and Foreign Bible Socie- 
ty.) ‘It was given me by a lady; has 
been the means of my conversion ; and 
has been a great comfort to me. Read 
it, and it will ‘lead you in the way you 
should go.’?” He went or to confess 
the wickedness and profligacy of his 
life before the reception of his Bible; 
and among other enormities, how he 
once cast a little son, three years old, 
into the sea, because he cried to him 
for needful food. 

“ The young officer inquired of him 
the time and place, and found here was 
his own history. Reader, judge, if you 
can, of his feelings, to recognize in the 
dying old man his father, dying a peni- 
tent under his care! and judge of the 
feelings of the dying penitent, to find 
that same young strang er was hisson 
—the very son whom he had plunged 
into the sea, and had no idea but that 
he had immediately perished! <A des- 
cription of their mutual feelings will 
not be attempted. The old man soon 
expired in the arms of his son. The 
latter left the service and became a 
pious preacher of the gospel. On clos- 
ing this story, the minister in the 
meeting of the Bible Society bowed to 
the chairman and said, ‘ Sir, I am litile 
Late he 
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